April 2016

General Communications
All members are encouraged to communicate their opinions and to drive CNI forward.
Share your ideas via:
•

Facebook – Official news. World news. Announcements.

•

Section Website – Official news.

•

Google Groups – Ad hoc email, quick trip plans, rock or alpine, anything, any time.
NZAC membership not required. Includes a calendar of upcoming events.

•

Social Indoor Climbing – Stop by Extreme Edge Tuesday evening and don't forget to bring
your NZAC club card for a discounted rate.

•

Weekly Social Outdoor Climbing – Regular weekly climbing at crags close to Hamilton run
every week.

•

E-mail, text or call – For when you want to talk to a specific individual.

If you have had a great trip or a special idea you want to share, get some pictures and a story and
send it to the Newsletter contact below.
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Events:
NZAC CNI May Rock Trip
Date
Location
Organiser

2016-05-21
TBD

Mark Smith <newsletter@alpinecentral.org.nz>
021 418 694
Reference
http://tinyurl.com/2016-05-21
http://tinyurl.com/NZAC-TRIP
Our next monthly rock trip is scheduled for May 21, but the destination is not set yet. If you have an
opinion about it, have your say right now!

NZAC CNI Banff Film Festival - Taupo
Date/Time
Location
Organiser
Reference
Price

2016-05-28 18:30
Great Lake Centre
5 Story Place, Taupo 3330
NZAC CNI
http://banff.nz/event/taupo/
$25 General Admission
$20 NZAC Member

NZAC CNI Banff Film Festival - Hamilton
Date/Time
Location
Organiser
Reference
Price

2016-06-04 18:30
PWC Lecture Threatre, Waikato University
144 Hillcrest Road, Hillcrest, Hamilton 3216
NZAC CNI
http://banff.nz/event/hamilton/
$25 General Admission
$20 NZAC Member

NZAC CNI Banff Film Festival - Rotorua
Date/Time
Location
Organiser
Reference
Price

2016-06-10 19:00
POHUTU CULTURAL THEATRE @ HOLIDAY INN
10 Tryon Street Whakarewarewa Rotorua, 3010 New Zealand
NZAC CNI
http://banff.nz/event/rotorua/
$25 General Admission
$20 NZAC Member

NZAC CNI June Rock Trip
Date
Location
Organiser

2016-06-12
TBD

Mark Smith <newsletter@alpinecentral.org.nz>
021 418 694
Reference
https://www.facebook.com/events/1694752010773058/
http://tinyurl.com/NZAC-TRIP
The June rock trip is scheduled for June 11, but the destination is not set yet.
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NZAC CNI Banff Film Festival - Tauranga
Date/Time
Location

Organiser
Reference
Price

2016-06-25 19:00
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
215 Devonport Rd
Tauranga 3110
NZAC CNI
http://banff.nz/event/tauranga/
$25 General Admission
$20 NZAC Member

NZAC CNI Snowcraft Beginner Course
Date
Location
Organiser

2016-07-22 – 2016-07-24
Taupo
Ray Long <snowcraft@alpinecentral.org.nz>
027 461 8336
Reference
https://www.facebook.com/events/1610769252548165/
http://tinyurl.com/NZAC-TRIP
The beginners weekend focuses on core mountaineering skills. This will give you the essential skills
needed for the basics of mountaineering up until the stage when rope-work is required (rope work is
the essence of the intermediate course which is the next step).

NZAC CNI July Rock Trip
Date
Location
Organiser

2016-07-23
TBD

Mark Smith <newsletter@alpinecentral.org.nz>
021 418 694
Reference
http://tinyurl.com/2016-07-23
http://tinyurl.com/NZAC-TRIP
The July rock trip is scheduled for July 23, but the destination is not set yet. Weather may be a factor
as well. Keep an eye on this space.

Sustainable Summits Conference
Date
Location
Organiser

2016-08-07 – 2016-08-11
Aoraki Mt. Cook National Park
NZAC
Department of Conservation
Reference
http://sustainable-summits.com/
This will be one of the highlights of our 125th year celebrations. The conference will focus on practical
solutions to issues in mountain environments especially natural hazards, environmental impacts, and
social and cultural adaptations. Spaces are limited, so we recommend getting in quick to avoid
missing out. There is a discount on the fees for NZAC members .
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NZAC CNI Snowcraft Intermediate Course
Date
Location
Organiser

2016-08-19 – 2016-08-21
Taupo
Ray Long <snowcraft@alpinecentral.org.nz>
027 461 8336
Reference
https://www.facebook.com/events/525939650947988/
http://tinyurl.com/NZAC-TRIP
The intermediate course takes you into steeper terrain where rope skills come into effect. You'll learn
all the necesary ropework, knots, belaying and climbing techniques to start working towards
conquering some peaks and getting some great summit shots. You'll be guided by a professional
Alpine guide to make sure you've got the best training to continue you alpine learning.
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Kawakawa Bay

April's trip was to Kawakawa Bay and once again, K-Bay
doesn't disappoint. After getting to Kinloch, we used the
most excellent services of Susan at Fish Her to get out to
the where the action was happening. Accompanying us
in our vehicle was Joe, a visitor from the Arizona, and
Norbert's young daughter, Louise. Many others
participated in this day and the rocks were filled with
climbers.
We had one good day of solid climbing from morning to
dark on Saturday. We ran up some ropes up The Point
area including Mellow Yellow (15), High Hopes (16),
Sidewinder (19) which were all tall multi-pitch climbs of
different skill levels.
As always, the views from any of the climbs at Kawakawa Bay are stunning.
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Personally, I learned a few things about rope management from our AZ guest that I was eager to try out. I
spent some time hanging from the rafters in my garage trying out some new load balancing techniques. Joe
and I trusted each other enough to do our abseils simultaneously on each end of the rope. Also, since many
of the lines were not straight I found it useful to keep the coils with me while abseiling on at least one climb.
That's the gift that keeps on giving!
There were plenty of clouds around during the day which
kept the temperature, the sun's burning capacity, and the
bugs down quite a bit. Coincidentally, this also kept down
the temperature of the lake for swimming later on in the
evening. Even so, a quick dip was definitely called for as
no trip to K-Bay seems complete without a dip in the
waters. Brrrr... Luckily, there was plenty of heat around
the campfire on the beach to help dry off. Some brave
souls even took a dip in the morning too.
The next morning the weather seemed to be moving in so
after breakfast we broke down camp and went out to the
Bluff for some more climbing.
We ran a rope up for Louise up a climb which she seemed to enjoy. Later on, Joe and I moved our way up
Aliens (21). It sported some interesting moves with plenty of options for a climber like myself with still plenty
of steep for that oh so lovely forearm burn. There were tiny caves and all sorts of interesting moves required.
I was a ripe whiny bitch about it, but at the end of the day I managed. Mucho gusto thanks to Zach for the
beta on the final move. It would have taken me a while
to figure that out on my own. Those hand holds weren't
as beautiful as they seemed while looking up at them!
Thankfully, the tight areas for Aliens protected us greatly
from the rain which had started while we were climbing
it. The top of the second pitched was thoroughly
exposed though. The beautiful rhyolite that is
Kawakawa Bay is so very grippy even wet which was a
good thing.
Joe was hard core and decided to carry on climbing
even in the drizzle. He ran a rope up for Louise up Jug
Addiction (16) for her climbing pleasure. Again, the
bottom was pretty dry, but at the top was starting to get
pretty wet already.
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After this, the climbing part of the trip was over. Luckily, we had broken down our tents already and happy
that there was a shelter near the beach now. We took all our gear to the shelter to wait for our return ride on
the boat. The ride back to Kinloch was fantastic as well. The lake was quite calm, the low clouds and fog
with the peaks were poking up were wonderful. It was a fine trip.
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Notices
•

Hut Fees – End of Fee Collection Boxes in Huts
The last two hut fee collection boxes have been removed from Arthur’s Pass and Porter Lodge.
Bookings for huts should be made online here: hut bookings. When paid you will be sent a
confirmation email with the latest hut code entry numbers where applicable. Unwin bookings will
require confirmation by the Managers first. If you owe for past bookings, or wish to make a large
group booking, please contact the office.
http://alpineclub.org.nz/hut-fees-end-of-fee-collection-boxes-in-huts/

•

Land Information New Zealand has recently launched a Facebook page
LINZ is using it to share updates on our Topo maps. You can find it here:
http://www.facebook.com/landinformationnz
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