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Location: Baptist Church, 286 Oxford Terrace
Time: Drinks from 7.30 pm, talks start at 8:00 pm sharp
April 12th- Neil Silverwood – Caves- Caver Marcus Thomas and photographer Neil
Silverwood laboured over Caves for years, producing a coffee-table behemoth full of
the magic of our underground world.
The top of the South Island has some
of the globe’s most spectacular caves,
but few people will ever realise the
extent of their magnificence in person.
This will be your chance to cave
vicariously with images and film taken
during the project.
The book will be available for sale on
the night at the discount rate of $70
for NZAC members (usually $80).

May 10th – Kester Brown, Greg Jack & Sefton Priestly – will talk about recent
developments in big rock routes in the Darrans.
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Upcoming club trips and events
Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing,
cycling or otherwise, contact Clayton Garbes at
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
17, 27, 29 June, 10, 12 August - Beginners Snow Craft Course ( Snow 1 ) –Contact
Clayton - nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com

Mid-week mountaineering
The mid-week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod up a few peaks,
usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. Most of the trips are not technical climbing but scrambling at
a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or
email pat@slingshot.co.nz

Mid Week Rock Climbing
A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards.
Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a choice of two nights each
week and the nights will vary depending on who is looking after the group. We believe by doing this
instead of the old system, it will give people more opportunities to get out climbing and we welcome
people of all abilities from beginners to experts.
A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group – helmets are compulsory when
climbing and belaying (if you don’t have a helmet, please source one or talk to the climbing co-ordinator
and they will try and have one available). Also, for those new to climbing and not sure on how to belay, we
can assist in this so please ask if you are not sure. We now also have available, two top rope kits (each with
a rope, biners and slings), and these will be available each week for the person in charge to use rather than
their own equipment and for those climbers who don’t want to lead but top rope instead.
Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards (depending on the person in charge on the
night), outdoors if fine and during daylight savings hours or indoors if the weather is no good and outside
of daylight savings hours.
We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a roster basis rather than
relying on the same people every week having to look after the climbing group so please contact Clayton if
you are able to help out (it’s not too much of a difficult task to look after things and we can run through
what is required).
If you are keen to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will email out at the start of the
week with which nights we are running climbing and who is in charge and their contact details. If you
would like to be on the group list, please email Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com or by texting on
3
0274461562. All welcome, including non members.

Beginners Snow Craft Course ( Snow 1 )
17th July ( evening session ), 27th July ( evening ) to Sunday 29th July
plus the second weekend of the course - 10th August ( evening ) to
Sunday 12th August.
This is a one evening ( Tuesday 17th July ) and two weekend ( 27th to 29th July and 10th
to 12th August ) course so please DO NOT APPLY if you can’t attend all three
compulsory components of the course,
An ideal course designed for those from a tramping back ground, to above the snow
line travel, and teaching the basic skills that will be required in winter conditions. At a
minimum, you must have good, average tramping fitness and be able to carry your
pack uphill for several hours on each day of the course ( this course is NOT
SUITABLE for those with no tramping experience at all ).
As this is a beginners course only, it WILL NOT TEACH the use of ropes in any way (
either glacier travel or crevasse rescue ) – please look out for more advanced courses
in the monthly section newsletter or the HASC ( High Alps Skills Courses ) as
advertised on the NZAC website.
While this course is for current NZAC MEMBERS only, non members can apply ,
but all students are required to be a member when returning the registration form and
paying the course fee OF $225 within 7 days – NO EXCEPTIONS and we will not
reserve places beyond the 7 day registration period as there are only 12 places on the
course and on a first come, first signed up and payed basis.
A full refund if you have to withdraw will only be given if you have a genuine reason ,
or we have time to find someone to fill your spot on the course.
This course will be based at Arthurs Pass for both weekends, travelling up on the
evening of Friday 27th July and Friday 10th August, leaving 5.30pm at the latest and
staying at the NZAC Lodge( we will car pool together, from Christchurch and WILL
NOT allow anyone to travel on their own, in their own time and from outside the
Canterbury region as this is for health and safety reasons ( winter driving conditions ).
You must also be available to attend the pre course evening meeting on Tuesday 17 th
July, starting at 7pm, where we will check and loan out equipment, fit boots to
crampons and discuss the course plans.
What will be Taught:
Balance and movement on snow.
Ice axe and crampon techniques and use.
Self arresting on snow.
Safe terrain selection.
Snow shelters and construction.
Weather ( power point presentation on the Saturday evening ).
4

Trip planning and navigation.
Basic use of avalanche equipment ( there will be separate avalanche awareness courses
advertised in the monthly section newsletters and we encourage people to attend these
as they are a fully comprehensive, specific course ).

Course Cost:
The course fee of $225 will cover fuel reimbursements to drivers taking their cars, all
accommodation at Arthurs Pass Lodge , Friday and Saturday evening meals (
vegetarian / gluten free option available ), tea , herbal tea, coffee( instant ), sugar and
milk( blue and green top and enough for your breakfast cereal etc for the weekends),
two day’s instruction and equipment for both weekends ( gear list provided when
registering ). Please PROVIDE YOUR OWN breakfasts, lunches , snack and energy
food and drinks.
Arthurs Pass Lodge :
We drive right to our NZAC house in Arthurs Pass and it is a fully equipped lodge with
everything a normal house has – kitchen with everything provided ( pots, , oven,
toaster, kettle, utensils, microwave, fridge etc ), shower block with two hot showers,
toilets, hand basins, living area, two communial bunk rooms, storage room outside for
food to keep chilled ). There is also cell phone reception at the Lodge.
For the lodge, please bring overnight kit – sleeping bag and pillow, shower gear, spare
clothing and shoes.
What is Required:
Current NZAC member within 7 days of returning the registration form and paying.
Good average tramping fitness ( uphill pack fitness important ! ).
To be able to attend the pre course evening meeting where we can run through the
course and do a personal gear check – this is a compulsory part of the course.
To be available for the second weekend in which there will be more training , followed
by an alpine journey and climb of a summit within all capabilities.
CONTACT :
Clayton - nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
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Notices
Request for Club history buffs out there
Past and Current Presidents list:
Anyone know the dates of death for - Leonard Harper’s (Pres 1891); Frank Graham
(Pres 1895); J T Meeson (Pres 1896 also his first name)?
Any name/info on G J McCallum (Pres 1979) and Dr R G Cunninghame (Press MayAug 1981)?
Any missing name/date of passing details for our first 50yr Veterans, the Foundation
Members who achieved 50yr status on the following webpage? Also if you are able to
fill in any gaps from the PDF lists at the bottom of this webpage it would be greatly
appreciated thanks: https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-nzac/heritage/veteran-50-yearmembers/

New 50 year veterans
Please contact Margaret@alpineclub.org.nz if you are able to fill in any details, thanks.
Congratulations to our latest group of NZAC members who have now attained 50 Year
Veteran Membership status.
William Atkinson, Jocelyn Douglas and Keith Woodford of the Canterbury/Westland
Section
E Ross Beech, Edward Ford and E Brin Williman of Nelson/Marlborough
Conway Powell of Otago
Gary Brehaut of South Canterbury
Roy Heiskel of Southland
The Club would like to thank these members for their loyalty to the New Zealand
Alpine Club.
A full list of current and past Veteran 50yr members can be viewed
here: https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-nzac/heritage/veteran-50-year-members/

Broken River Skifield – Winter 2018 Member Discount
A new discount for NZAC members is now available for the upcoming season. Please
see webpage for full details: https://alpineclub.org.nz/ski_field/broken-river/
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Most Wanted – Images
The Department of Conservation needs great photos of particular huts, campsites,
tracks and places. Many of their web pages are text only, but a picture can say so much
more. Please take a look at their most-wanted list, then follow the guidelines to submit
your pics: http://bit.ly/2FIl0Fj
NZAC also would like both recent and/or historical images of its huts and more
prominent members for use online and elsewhere. External and Interior images greatly
appreciated and can be emailed to Margaret@alpineclub.org.nz thanks. Please check
out the Heritage area of website area to see where we are lacking in images and supply
image credit details to confirm we have permission to publish,
thanks: https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-nzac/heritage/

Gear for Sale
Arcteryx( XS )Ladies alpine harness - excellent condition - $90.
Rope tow belt ( M/L) and nut cracker - $30.
Deadman snow anchor - $20.
14 x various nuts ( stoppers / dmm / hb ) up to size 9 - $75 for all (no individual sales).
9 x various hexes from size 3 to 11 - $10 each.
7 x snap gate biners (old so ideal for racking gear) - $5 each.
Please note - some hexes will need re slinging so get them done at Aspiring Safety and
the wires are in various condition but at the price , ideal for a beginner getting started.
Please text Clayton on 0274461562 - Christchurch sales and pick up , CASH only.

Clothing for Sale
All as new , in excellent condition Earth Sea Sky clothing .
1. Hydrophobic jacket $150(m).
2. Equinox Merino Zip Top
$50(m).
3. Sting prototype merino
$25(s ).
All proceeds to Canterbury West Coast Air Rescue Trust.
Contact Clayton by txt only on 0274461562.
Christchurch pickups only.
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India and Bhutan- 2-20 November 2018
Looking for a trip with a difference?
Firstly, join a team of Kiwi volunteers
and help build a house for an under
privileged family in the mountains
inland from Mumbai. Then, go trekking
in the Bhutan. Call Neil Pilbrow 358 9460
or 027 208 3528 for more info.

Dirtbag – The Legend of Fred Beckey
To celebrate the life of a climbing legend the Canty/Westland section will be screening
Dirtbag- The Legend of Fred Beckey - July 12th – Middleton Grange theatre. Details on
tickets sales to come.
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Banff - Save the Date
NZAC is again excited to be bringing the
Banff Centre Mountain Film Festival World
Tour to Christchurch. We have a great lineup
of films coming together, including a local
one! "Waters of the Greenstone" is about the
world’s oldest adventure race, The
Kathmandu
Coast to Coast.
Screenings will be Thursday 7th, Friday
8th and
Saturday 9th June. Put one or more of these dates in your diary now. Programme and
ticketing details to follow soon.
For more details visit: https://banff.nz/
ZIP (Zero Invasive Predators) Operation in Perth River, Adams Wilderness Area
ZIP, in collaboration with DOC and Predator Free 2050 Ltd, has begun work on a
research programme within the Perth Valley (South Westland) to test and refine an
approach to completely remove possums from large areas, and prevent them reestablishing. Three temporary bivies and a track network to service approximately 500
traps will be established. How long these stay in place will depend on the success of
the operation For further details go to http://zip.org.nz.
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Canterbury / Westland Section Gear Hire
(For NZAC Members only)
The C/W Section has a good range of equipment available to be hired to members.
Section trips and instruction will take priority but members are more than welcome to
hire on private trips and for other people on those trips (members or non members ).
All equipment hired is on a cash only basis with a receipt provided and must be paid
when picking up (please don’t ask to pay online or after the completion of the trip – no $
up front, no hire, no exceptions!).
Equipment must be returned within 24 hours of completion of hire period or by
arrangement, otherwise an additional ‘late return’ fee may incur.
All equipment hired must be returned in a clean and undamaged state and the hirer is
responsible for any loss or damage and may be required to cover any repair or
replacement costs.
Bulk hire or for extended hire periods will get a discount on the daily rate of $10 per day
per item and $5 each extra day (for all items unless stated).
Equipment List
Plastic and rigid leather mountaineering boots (20 pair of limited sizes).
Crampons (9 pair – fully adjustable).
Walking ice axes (9 of various lengths).
Technical ice axes and hammers (5 pair of various kinds).
Avalanche kits (12 sets of Pieps DSP sport transceivers/shovels and probes).
Snow shoes (2 pair).
EPIRB (1 x emergency locator beacon).
Alpine ropes (6 x 50 metre dry – NZAC courses only not private hire).
Helmets (6 of various models). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Harnesses (3 of various sizes). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Snow stakes (8 with mid clip wire). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Ice screws (12 x various BD and Petzl). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Trad gear – various sizes of cams, hexes and nuts (NZAC courses only not private hire).
Price on quantity.
Petrol drill (provide own fuel)
.
To arrange hire contact is by two options only – text only on 0274461562 for quickest
reply or email nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com for evening reply.
Flexible times are available to hire gear but most evenings from Sunday to Thursday
only (please do not contact ‘last minute’ on a Friday expecting to pick up gear the same
day).
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Trip guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. Many members will have had their first alpine experiences on club
trips. And many will also have organised trips, helping other members enjoy our alpine environment. If you're thinking of
joining or organising a trip, here are some guidelines on what to expect. Check out the NZAC Trips
page https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/ for resources to assist you with planning a section trip.”
Responsibilities of a Trip Participant
• You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation it is up to you to let your
Trip organiser know straight away.
• Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) as determined by the Trip organiser.
• Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible.
• Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you to achieve those goals.
Obtain a relevant map and know where you are going, what type of terrain is involved, what gear you will need and the
knowledge of how to use it.
• Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have and accept that the Trip Organiser
might not accept you on the trip if he/she thinks you are not experienced enough.
• Get in contact with the Trip Organiser as soon as you are confident that you want to go on the trip.
•
If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so that another person can
take your place.
• Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.
Responsibilities of a Trip organiser
•
Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding. Choose a mountain, peak, hill,
traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen club members!
• You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower every
group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed trip both before and during
the trip.
• Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the amount of
effort required to achieve the stated goal
• Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and experience.
• Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up so that everyone is prepared.
•
Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and return it to you in advance
of the trip.
• Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should expect
to pay for transport costs (petrol, wear and tear).
•
Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. The intentions should include a latest
return time/date which would trigger a search initiated by the responsible individual(s) and involving the relevant authorities
(Police, SAR, etc).
• If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group) to
find a safe solution where possible. This may involve everyone turning around.

•
•

Give priority to NZAC members
Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Benefits for NZAC members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers.
You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit
https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership

Cactus
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Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the
National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library?
Every section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the
library, along with the DVDs.
The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online
here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the
spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and
we’ll sort something out.
Library policies are pretty flexible –
·
You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
·
Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be
expected to be returned within 1 month.
·
DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.
When you are ready to return a book, email me.
John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, 021 395513
NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.
1)
Return them to next Section meeting.
2)
Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for
C/W library.
3)
Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office at 4 Hazeldean Road (near Hagley Park,
just off Lincoln Road), marked for “Yvonne”.
4)
Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
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Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club
Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933
Section Library
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts
Chairperson
Jim Petersen
64 22 620 0619
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Treasurer
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Secretary
Ashlee Peeters
ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz

Arthur’s Pass Lodge
John Henson
027 4714075
hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Events
Adam Humphries
027 200 4760
adam.b.humphries@gmail.com

Rock Climbing Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Accommodation Committee Rep.
Philip Tree
Philip.tree@taitradio.com

Section Evenings
No one at the moment!

Instruction Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
Recreational advocacy
Lindsay Main
Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz

National Committee Rep.
Yvonne Pfluger
027 6004679
yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz
Newsletter
James Thornton
0272608924
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

Library
Trips Coordinator
John Roper-Lindsay
Currently vacant but contact
john@roperlindsay.com
Clayton in the meantime
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
Crag Maintenance
Grant Piper
Online Coordinator
021 711300
Shannon van Til
grant.piper66@gmail.co
shannonvantil@gmail.com

