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Section Meeting- November 8th Reel Rock 13 Film Tour - one of the most
popular film tours in the World!

Uprising
Newsletter of the Canterbury/Westland section, New Zealand Alpine Club

November 2018
Contributions are more than welcome. Please send to
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. Thanks!
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Location: Oxford Baptist Terrace Church
November 8th – Reel Rock 13 Film Tour 2018
Thursday 8th November, 7.30pm start, Middleton Grange Auditorium, 50 Acacia Avenue
Riccarton.
Once again, all proceeds from the REELROCK Christchurch screening will be donated
towards the NZAC Youth Rock Climbing Camp. Your support and turnout is appreciated so
spread the word and bring your kids along to see some fantastic climbing movies.
Ticket prices:
NZAC Members, Students, Flying Gecko Club members: $15.
General Public: $18.
December 13th - Writing About Climbing Is Not The Same’’, Paul Hersey
Dunedin author and climber Paul Hersey will talk about the many failures (and few
successes) he has had in the mountains, as well as the opportunities they have provided
him with. He will talk about his latest expedition to Nepal and his latest books ‘To The
Mountains’ and ‘New Zealand’s Great Walks' (and will have copies for sale).

Cover: Image by Jim Donini
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8th November: Reel Rock 13!

One week after the US premier, The Canterbury/Westland section of the New Zealand
Alpine Club is proud to be screening REELROCK13.
https://reelrocktour.com/films/
Now in its 13th year, REELROCK is one of the most popular film tours in the World and
has been a sell out across the Globe since its first year.
Once again, all proceeds from the REELROCK Christchurch screening will be donated
towards the NZAC Youth Rock Climbing Camp. Your support and turnout is
appreciated, so spread the word and bring your kids along to see some fantastic
climbing movies.
Thursday 8th November, 7.30pm start, Middleton Grange Auditorium, 50 Acacia
Avenue Riccarton.
Ticket prices:
NZAC Members, Students, Flying Gecko Club members: $15.
General Public: $18.
Tickets available at:
•

Online at Eventopia (booking fee applies)
https://www.eventopia.co/event/ReelRock13CHCH/370644
• The September and October CW Section meetings at Oxford Terrace Baptist
Church (Cash Only)
• Bivouac Tower Junction
• YMCA Adventure Centre (ROXX)
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Limit of 6 tickets per purchase

13th December: Paul Hersey
Writing About Climbing Is Not The Same
Dunedin author and climber Paul Hersey will talk about the many
failures (and few successes) he has had in the mountains, as well
as the opportunities they have provided him with. He will talk
about his latest expedition to Nepal and his latest books ‘To The
Mountains’ and ‘New Zealand’s Great Walks' (and will have
copies for sale).

Location: Oxford Baptist Terrace Church
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21th November & 5th December – Guest Speaker
Patagonia: Place of climbing dreams - First Ascent of
Torre Egger
Jim Donini on Latok I, the Holy Grail of Alpinism
Oxford Street Baptist Church
Admission $5.00
Contact Geoff Gabites for more information
geoff@cyclejourneys.co.nz
029 2310 434
In December 1976 Jim Donini, John Bragg and Jay Wilson arrived at the
end of the road in Patagonia (El Chalten did not yet exist) to attempt
unclimbed Torre Egger. The next day a raucous group of Kiwi’s arrived with
the same intention...and the race was on.
The CMC expedition of Pete Gough,
John Stanton, Hugh Logan, Tim
Wethey, Daryll Thomson and Mike
Franklin was boosted by adding Bill
Denz, Phil Herron and Murray Judge.
Sadly this expedition ended with the
death of Phil Herron.
Donini, Bragg and Wilson however
stayed on and completed an
outstanding ascent of Torre Egger via
the Col of Conquest and then to the
summit, providing ‘proof’ that Maestri
had been unlikely to have climbed
Cerro Torre previously by this route.
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21th November – Guest Speaker cont.
Thus started a long career of stunning Alpine and Himalayian ascents by
Donini across the hard mountains of the world. In 1978, Donini, along with
Michael Kennedy, Jeff Lowe and George Lowe came within 100m of the
summit of Latok 1 in the Karakorums via the outstanding North Ridge. With
14 days food, this audacious alpine style ascent stretched to 26 days
through storms and extreme climbing, only to fail short of the summit when
Jeff Lowe collapsed.
40 years after, with numerous attempts by some of the worlds best climbers,
no party had reached within 300m of their high point. This year however a
party of three succeeded where many had failed, paying homage to the
brilliance of the near success back in 1978.
Jim Donini is coming to NZ and Christchurch and has agreed to hosting two
talks covering these two trips. With many first ascents and an active
involvement in the heady days of Yosemite breakthrough routes of the 70’s
and 80’s, Jim is well placed to reflect on where alpine climbing is heading.
As President of the AAC 2006 – 2009, he has also played his part in setting
new directions for the Club.
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Upcoming club trips and events
Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing, cycling
or otherwise, contact Clayton Garbes at nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
December 8th - Ladies Traditional Lead Climbing Course
Details follow, for further information contact Clayton on
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
Mid-week mountaineering
The mid-week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod
up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. Most of the trips are
not technical climbing but scrambling at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested
in joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or
email pat@slingshot.co.nz
Mid Week Rock Climbing
A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards.
Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a
choice of two nights each week, which will vary depending on who is looking after
the group. We believe this will give people of all abilities more opportunities to get
out climbing.
A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group;
•

Helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying (if you don’t have a helmet,
please source one or talk to the climbing co-ordinator and they will try and have
one available).

•

For those new to climbing and belaying, we can assist in this so please ask if you
are not sure.

•

Two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings) are available each week
for the person in charge to use rather than their own equipment and for those
climbers who don’t want to lead but top rope instead.

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards, outdoors during
daylight savings hours, or indoors in winter, or if the weather is no good.
We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a
roster basis rather than relying on the same people every week having to look after
the climbing group so please contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too
difficult!).
If you would like to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will
email out at the start of the week with which nights we are running climbing and who
is in charge and their contact details. If you would like to be on the group list, please
email Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com , or text on 0274461562. All welcome,
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including non members.

Upcoming club trips and events

Ladies Traditional Lead Climbing Course
Saturday 8thth Dec and Sunday 9th Dec 2018
For NZAC members only - cost $150.
This is a weekend course at Rapaki rock in Christchurch for women only. It is run by
qualified female instructors and designed for those who have lead on bolts outside
(sport lead climbed) and wish to progress to traditional (trad) lead climbing (placing
gear on lead).
The course will also be suitable for beginner trad climbers or those who haven’t
climbed much recently, and are looking for a refresher.
This course will cover equipment, technique, balance and movement on rock, trad lead
climbing and placing gear, construction of traditional anchors and transition at the
anchor station.
It is not suitable for beginners and at a minimum you must know how to lead belay
(without a gri gri) and abseil, as these two compulsory requirements will not be taught
on this course – NO EXCEPTIONS.
You must be able to provide at a minimum, a harness, rock shoes and prussik’s and
the Canterbury / Westland section of NZAC can provide all other equipment necessary
on a first come basis (a gear list will be provided).
Non NZAC members are welcome to apply and a registration form will be sent out at
which time, when returning the registration form you must be a current NZAC member
and proof of this will be required.
There is a limit of 8 students on this course so it will strictly be the first 8 NZAC
members who will be guaranteed a spot so don’t miss out !
Please contact Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com with your full
name, phone number, membership details if current and outlining a brief history about
yourself, your climbing experience and what you would like to get out of the course.
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Notices

The mountains and glaciers of
Westland Tai Poutini National Park
and Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park
together make up New Zealand’s
most popular alpine climbing region.
This guidebook describes virtually
every climbing route and access
route in both parks. All new routes
since the 2001 edition have been
added, and the Cook /Weheka,
Copland, Douglas, and Karangarua
valleys are covered for the first time.
Specific attention is given to how
routes have been affected by climate
change, and how they could be
affected by glacier recession in the
future.

Aoraki – Tai Poutini: a guide for mountaineers.
Join NZAC and Bivouac Outdoor for the official Christchurch launch of NZAC's guidebook
Aoraki – Tai Poutini: a guide for mountaineers. This is the long-awaited mountaineering
guidebook for both Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park and Westland Tai Poutini National Park.
We’ve got a great line up of speakers, and author Rob Frost will say a few words about
writing the guide, the new grading system, and would love to answer some questions.
You will also hear from guest speakers Heather Purdie, Jane Morris, and Bob McKerrow.
The guidebook will be for sale at the member price at all launch events, for members and
non-members alike. Please share this with your friends so they don’t miss out.
Can't attend the Christchurch event? Then check out our other events for launch
locations. Following the launch's the book will be available for purchase from the NZAC
online shop and in all good bookstores from Wednesday, 7th November 2018 (retail $70;
member price through NZAC $50).
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Notices
A magnificent illustrated history of New Zealand's
mountain tourism industry
Edited by Peter Alsop, Dave Bamford and Lee
Davidson
This lavish book explores the story behind the
promotion of New Zealand’s mountains through
posters, advertisements, hand-coloured photos
and more. It explains how the country built its
reputation as an alpine playground and, alongside,
how mountains became central to belonging to
Aotearoa. More details on following page

NZAC High Alpine Skills course registration open
Our highly sought after High Alpine Skills courses for the summer of 2018/19
registrations are now open. These courses are for members who have taken part in
an Intermediate Snowcraft Course with the NZAC or similar organisation, and have
embedded their skills with further alpine climbing trips. If you are wanting to upskill
and get into the big mountains of Aoraki Mt Cook and Westland Tai Poutini National
Parks, these courses are a fantastic gateway to increase your knowledge and skills.
They fill up fast so be in quick to secure your place.
More info: https://alpineclub.org.nz/aboutcourses/hasc/

Homer Hut – call for work party volunteers
Homer Hut’s common room will be closed from Friday 2 November to Sunday 11th
November while work is carried out to wash-down and apply a new coat of
polyurethane. It will be locked and unusable (so no cooking facilities) until Monday
12th November 2018.
The outside of the hut will also be painted on the two weekends during this period.
The bunk rooms will be open as usual, but with work party members staying over,
space may be limited at this time.
Anyone interested in joining this work-party please contact Ron McLeod 027 635
6193 to volunteer.

FMC Expedition Scholarship recipients announced
Congratulations to the following CW section members on their successful
applications. We wish you a summer full of rewarding adventures, and look forward
to your trip reports!
Sooji Clarkson, Individual Supporter, for a female-led climbing trip to the Balfour
Neve.
Kevin Peng, CUTC and NZAC Canterbury/Westland, for an exploratory rockclimbing trip to the Ruggedy Mountains on Rakiura / Stewart Island.
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Trip guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. If you're thinking of joining or organising a trip,
here are some guidelines on what to expect.
Check out the NZAC Trips page https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/ for resources to assist
you with planning a section trip.
Responsibilities of a Trip Participant
• You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation, let your trip
organiser know straight away.
• Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear)
• Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible.
• Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you. Obtain a relevant
map and know where you are going, the terrain, what gear you will need, and how to use it.
• Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have.
• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so
that another person can take your place.
• Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.
Responsibilities of a Trip organiser
• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding.
Choose a mountain, peak, hill, traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen
club members!
• You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower
every group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed
trip both before, and during the trip.
• Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the
amount of effort required.
• Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and
experience.
• Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up.
• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and
return it to you in advance of the trip.
• Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should
expect to pay for transport costs.
• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual.
• If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group)
to find a safe solution where possible.
• Give priority to NZAC members
• Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Benefits for NZAC members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers.
You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit
https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the
National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? Every
section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the library, along
with the DVDs.
The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
(Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the spreadsheet). If you would like to
borrow a book or DVD then please email me and we’ll sort something out.

Library policies are pretty flexible –
•
•

You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be expected
to be returned within 1 month.
DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.

•

When you are ready to return a book, email John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian ,
john@roperlindsay.com, or call/text 021 395513
NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Return them to next Section meeting.
Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for C/W
library.
Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office on 1st floor in Lane Neave building at 141
Cambridge Tce, marked for “Yvonne”.
Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
Name: Magesh Jagadeesan
Notified by News items: Mt Ruapehu climbing accident
Joined: 31/5/2017 (prior membership 2015-2016 also)
Section: Wellington
Member Type: Full
Member number: 22137/30675093
Date of Birth: 8/11/1985
Deceased: 15/9/2018 (32yr)
Name: Keith Albert Royce
Notified by Paul Corriden who was informed by Keith’s wife Kate.
Joined: 28/9/2011
Section: Canterbury/Westland
Member Type: Senior
Member number: 11016/30673165
Date of Birth: 24/8/1944
Deceased: 17/11/2017 (73yr)
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Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club
Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933

Section Library
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts
Chairperson
Jim Petersen
64 22 620 0619
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Treasurer
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Secretary
Ashlee Peeters
ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz

Arthur’s Pass Lodge
John Henson
027 4714075
hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Events
Adam Humphries
027 200 4760
adam.b.humphries@gmail.com

Rock Climbing Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Accommodation Committee Rep.
Philip Tree
Philip.tree@taitradio.com

Section Evenings
No one at the moment!

Instruction Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com

National Committee Rep.
Yvonne Pfluger
027 6004679
yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz

Recreational advocacy
Lindsay Main
Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz

Newsletter
Helen Liley
0212096757
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

Trips Coordinator
Maike Chan
2maike.chan@gmail.com

Library
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Online Coordinator
Shannon van Til
shannonvantil@gmail.com

Crag Maintenance
Grant Piper
021 711300
grant.piper66@gmail.co
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