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Section Meeting- October 11th The early history of Mountaineering on the
West Coast 1835 - 1950

Uprising
Newsletter of the Canterbury/Westland section, New Zealand Alpine Club

October 2018
Contributions are more than welcome. Please send to
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. Thanks!
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Location: Oxford Baptist Terrace Church
October 11th : The early history of Mountaineering on the West Coast 1835 – 1950
Presented by climber, author, humanitarian and long serving NZAC member Bob
McKerrow.

November 8th – Reel Rock 13 Film Tour 2018
Thursday 8th November, 7.30pm start, Middleton Grange Auditorium, 50 Acacia Avenue
Riccarton.
Once again, all proceeds from the REELROCK Christchurch screening will be donated
towards the NZAC Youth Rock Climbing Camp. Your support and turnout is appreciated so
spread the word and bring your kids along to see some fantastic climbing movies.
Ticket prices:
NZAC Members, Students, Flying Gecko Club members: $15.
General Public: $18.
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Cover: Bob McKerrow at Castle Rocks

11th October Section Meeting
The early history of Mountaineering on the West Coast
1835 - 1950
Presented by climber, author , humanitarian and long serving NZAC member
Bob McKerrow.
This presentation will discuss how the first west coast mountaineers and
guides were the product of gold mining and surveying, and early Maori
exploring for pounamu (greenstone).
Larger than life characters were found in each gully, and behind every ridge.
The names tell a story of their own, such as Wombat Jack, Tony the Greek, Bill
the Maori, German Harry, Piggery Charlie, Harry the Whale and Jimming Cum.
Part of the talk will show how Ebenezer Teichelmann kept mountaineering alive
from 1896 to 1916 while the NZAC was in recess.
There will be copies of Bob’s book on Ebenezer Teichelmann for sale. The
book covers most of the history of mountaineering on the West Coast.
The photo below is with the late Dorothy Fletcher, daughter of Alec Graham.
Dorothy was the leading historian on South Westland and mountaineering.
Bob also features on the cover of this newsletter, which was taken at Castle
rocks a few years back.
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8th November: Reel Rock 13!

One week after the US premier, The Canterbury/Westland section of the New Zealand
Alpine Club is proud to be screening REELROCK13.
https://reelrocktour.com/films/
Now in its 13th year, REELROCK is one of the most popular film tours in the World and
has been a sell out across the Globe since its first year.
Once again, all proceeds from the REELROCK Christchurch screening will be donated
towards the NZAC Youth Rock Climbing Camp. Your support and turnout is
appreciated, so spread the word and bring your kids along to see some fantastic
climbing movies.
Thursday 8th November, 7.30pm start, Middleton Grange Auditorium, 50 Acacia
Avenue Riccarton.
Ticket prices:
NZAC Members, Students, Flying Gecko Club members: $15.
General Public: $18.
Tickets available at:
•

Online at Eventopia (booking fee applies)
https://www.eventopia.co/event/ReelRock13CHCH/370644
• The September and October CW Section meetings at Oxford Terrace Baptist
Church (Cash Only)
• Bivouac Tower Junction
• YMCA Adventure Centre (ROXX)
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Limit of 6 tickets per purchase

Upcoming club trips and events
Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing, cycling or
otherwise, contact Clayton Garbes at nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
27th October - NZAC Rope Rescue and Trad Anchor Course
Details follow, for further information contact Clayton on
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
December 8th - Ladies Traditional Lead Climbing Course
Details follow, for further information contact Clayton on
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
Mid-week mountaineering
The mid-week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod up a
few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. Most of the trips are not technical
climbing but scrambling at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested in joining us, please
contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or email pat@slingshot.co.nz
Mid Week Rock Climbing
A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards.

Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a choice of
two nights each week, which will vary depending on who is looking after the group. We
believe this will give people of all abilities more opportunities to get out climbing.
A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group;
•

Helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying (if you don’t have a helmet,
please source one or talk to the climbing co-ordinator and they will try and have one
available).

•

For those new to climbing and belaying, we can assist in this so please ask if you are
not sure.

•

Two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings) are available each week for the
person in charge to use rather than their own equipment and for those climbers who
don’t want to lead but top rope instead.

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards, outdoors during daylight
savings hours, or indoors in winter, or if the weather is no good.
We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a roster
basis rather than relying on the same people every week having to look after the climbing
group so please contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too difficult!).
If you would like to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will email out
at the start of the week with which nights we are running climbing and who is in charge and
their contact details. If you would like to be on the group list, please email Clayton on
claytongarbes@hotmail.com , or text on 0274461562. All welcome, including non
members.
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Upcoming club trips and events
NZAC Rope Rescue and Trad Anchor Course.
Saturday 27th Oct ( back up Sun 28th ) Cost - $75.
This course is designed to upskill and refresh NZAC members on the finer points of
traditional climbing anchors, placements, and basic rope rescue skills needed for multipitch climbing. It will be held at Rapaki rock in Christchurch.
To be considered for this course, all students must have;
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attended a NZAC trad lead climbing course
Placed trad gear on lead
Been shown how to set a trad anchor (for single pitch trad climbs)
Know how to abseil using a prussic as a safety
Know how to lead belay
Be aged 16 or more

COURSE CONTENT:
The course will include where time permits but not be limited, to the following sessions:
•
•
•
•

Refresher on appropriate trad anchor placements
Multi point trad anchor building.
Belaying from the anchor.
Personal rope rescue skills:
• Escape the belay.
• Unload a loaded belay device.
• Lowering with ATC in guide mode / trouble shooting.
• Facilitate a simple assisted hoist system.
• Best practice safety abseil.

This is a NZAC members only course and has a maximum of 8 positions available.
Non members are welcome to apply but all paperwork ( membership, paying for the course
fee ) must be completed within 48 hrs of the registration form being sent out to avoid
missing out.
Please contact Clayton nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com with your full name, phone
number and a history of your climbing experience and any relevant courses you have
completed in the past.
Spots will only be given if you can meet the criteria asked so it’s important you give as
many details in your first email to speed things up on a course that will be filled very
quickly!
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Upcoming club trips and events

Ladies Traditional Lead Climbing Course
Saturday 8thth Dec and Sunday 9th Dec 2018
For NZAC members only - cost $150.
This is a weekend course at Rapaki rock in Christchurch for women only. It is run by
qualified female instructors and designed for those who have lead on bolts outside
(sport lead climbed) and wish to progress to traditional (trad) lead climbing (placing
gear on lead).
The course will also be suitable for beginner trad climbers or those who haven’t
climbed much recently, and are looking for a refresher.
This course will cover equipment, technique, balance and movement on rock, trad lead
climbing and placing gear, construction of traditional anchors and transition at the
anchor station.
It is not suitable for beginners and at a minimum you must know how to lead belay
(without a gri gri) and abseil, as these two compulsory requirements will not be taught
on this course – NO EXCEPTIONS.
You must be able to provide at a minimum, a harness, rock shoes and prussik’s and
the Canterbury / Westland section of NZAC can provide all other equipment necessary
on a first come basis (a gear list will be provided).
Non NZAC members are welcome to apply and a registration form will be sent out at
which time, when returning the registration form you must be a current NZAC member
and proof of this will be required.
There is a limit of 8 students on this course so it will strictly be the first 8 NZAC
members who will be guaranteed a spot so don’t miss out !
Please contact Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com with your full
name, phone number, membership details if current and outlining a brief history about
yourself, your climbing experience and what you would like to get out of the course.
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Upcoming club trips and events

Crag Care and Tree planting day with Jane.
This work party is the result of local NZAC member - Troy Mattingley (nice one Troy!)
applying to 'Trees for Canterbury' for a donation of plants. As a result of Troy's
successful application, we now have 140 plants to go in the access gully at the Jane
Fonda Workout Wall. We would also like to do some track maintenance at the same
time if we get enough help.
This will be a combined work party between the C/W section, Lincoln University
Tramping and Climbing Club, and the UC Climbing Club, but we would like to see as
many local climbers involved as well (even if you can only help for a few hours).
We plan to kick off at 10am at the carpark, or 9.15am at Joes Garage in Sumner for
coffee and car pooling. There will also be car pooling options for those coming from the
UC Climbing Club area or Lincoln Uni Tramping and Climbing Club area.

We plan to be finished by 4pm then head down to the Valley Inn in Heathcote where
there will be a BBQ starting at 5pm at a cost of $5 pp (vegetarians - please bring your
own food to cook). Please bring cash for the BBQ.
General gardening tools - shovels, spades, trowels, picks, pinch bars, loppers, gloves
etc would be handy - please beg, steal or borrow what you can!
Numbers of those attending would be appreciated for organizing the BBQ, and letting
the Valley Inn know beforehand. Please let the contacts listed below know by Friday
evening at the latest. The work party and BBQ will go ahead in all weather!
CONTACTS:
Troy Mattingley (0273908763) or Clayton Garbes (0274461562) for non Uni Club
Climbers.
Jodanne Aitken (02102221088) for Lincoln Uni Tramping and Climbing Club.
Kevin Peng (0226315473) for UC Climbing Club.
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Notices

The mountains and glaciers of
Westland Tai Poutini National Park
and Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park
together make up New Zealand’s
most popular alpine climbing region.
This guidebook describes virtually
every climbing route and access
route in both parks. All new routes
since the 2001 edition have been
added, and the Cook /Weheka,
Copland, Douglas, and Karangarua
valleys are covered for the first time.
Specific attention is given to how
routes have been affected by climate
change, and how they could be
affected by glacier recession in the
future.

Aoraki – Tai Poutini: a guide for mountaineers.
Join NZAC and Bivouac Outdoor for the official Christchurch launch of NZAC's guidebook
Aoraki – Tai Poutini: a guide for mountaineers. This is the long-awaited mountaineering
guidebook for both Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park and Westland Tai Poutini National Park.
We’ve got a great line up of speakers, and author Rob Frost will say a few words about
writing the guide, the new grading system, and would love to answer some questions.
You will also hear from guest speakers Heather Purdie, Jane Morris, and Bob McKerrow.
The guidebook will be for sale at the member price at all launch events, for members and
non-members alike. Please share this with your friends so they don’t miss out.
Can't attend the Christchurch event? Then check out our other events for launch
locations. Following the launch's the book will be available for purchase from the NZAC
online shop and in all good bookstores from Wednesday, 7th November 2018 (retail $70;
member price through NZAC $50).
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Notices
Seeking Information!
We have this A3 size poster of signatures of some of our most prominent Club members,
but unfortunately, nothing is written on it to explain the where, or when this was done.
If anyone has any information to go with this, possibly from a Jubilee, or important event,
please contact Margaret at the NZAC National Office. Thank you.

Nominations are open for the NZAC Volunteer of the Year 2018
NZAC Volunteer of the Year (VOTY) is awarded at each AGM. Individuals and
Sections nominate an NZAC volunteer that they think have done great work over the
course of the previous year. Please complete the online nomination form no later than
Monday 1st October 2018:
https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-nzac/heritage/volunteer-of-the-year-award/
NZAC High Alpine Skills course registration open

Our highly sought after High Alpine Skills courses for the summer of 2018/19
registrations are now open. These courses are for members who have taken part in an
Intermediate Snowcraft Course with the NZAC or similar organisation, and have
embedded their skills with further alpine climbing trips. If you are wanting to upskill and
get into the big mountains of Aoraki Mt Cook and Westland Tai Poutini National Parks,
these courses are a fantastic gateway to increase your knowledge and skills. They fill
up fast so be in quick to secure your place.
More info: https://alpineclub.org.nz/aboutcourses/hasc/
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Canterbury / Westland Section Gear Hire
(For NZAC Members only)
The C/W Section has a good range of equipment available to be hired to members. Section
trips and instruction will take priority but members are more than welcome to hire on private
trips and for other people on those trips (members or non members ). All equipment hired is
on a cash only basis with a receipt provided and must be paid when picking up (please don’t
ask to pay online or after the completion of the trip – no $ up front, no hire, no exceptions!).
Equipment must be returned within 24 hours of completion of hire period or by arrangement,
otherwise an additional ‘late return’ fee may incur. All equipment hired must be returned in a
clean and undamaged state and the hirer is responsible for any loss or damage and may be
required to cover any repair or replacement costs.
Bulk hire or for extended hire periods will get a discount on the daily rate of $10 per day per
item and $5 each extra day (for all items unless stated).
Equipment List
•

Plastic and rigid leather mountaineering boots (20 pair of limited sizes).

•

Crampons (9 pair – fully adjustable).

•

Walking ice axes (9 of various lengths).

•

Technical ice axes and hammers (5 pair of various kinds).

•

Avalanche kits (12 sets of Pieps DSP sport transceivers/shovels and
probes).

•

Snow shoes (2 pair).

•

EPIRB (1 x emergency locator beacon).

•

Alpine ropes (6 x 50 metre dry – NZAC courses only not private hire).

•

Helmets (6 of various models). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.

•

Harnesses (3 of various sizes). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.

•

Snow stakes (8 with mid clip wire). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra
day.

•

Ice screws (12 x various BD and Petzl). $5 per day and $2.50 each
extra day.

•

Trad gear – various sizes of cams, hexes and nuts (NZAC courses only
not private hire).

Price on quantity.
To arrange hire contact is by two options only – text only on 0274461562 for quickest reply
or email nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com for evening reply.
Flexible times are available to hire gear but most evenings from Sunday to Thursday only
(please do not contact ‘last minute’ on a Friday expecting to pick up gear the same day)
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Trip guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. If you're thinking of joining or organising a trip,
here are some guidelines on what to expect.
Check out the NZAC Trips page https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/ for resources to assist
you with planning a section trip.
Responsibilities of a Trip Participant
• You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation, let your trip
organiser know straight away.
• Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear)
• Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible.
• Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you. Obtain a relevant
map and know where you are going, the terrain, what gear you will need, and how to use it.
• Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have.
• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so
that another person can take your place.
• Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.
Responsibilities of a Trip organiser
• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding.
Choose a mountain, peak, hill, traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen
club members!
• You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower
every group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed
trip both before, and during the trip.
• Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the
amount of effort required.
• Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and
experience.
• Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up.
• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and
return it to you in advance of the trip.
• Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should
expect to pay for transport costs.
• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual.
• If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group)
to find a safe solution where possible.
• Give priority to NZAC members
• Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Benefits for NZAC members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers.
You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit
https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the
National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? Every
section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the library, along
with the DVDs.
The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
(Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the spreadsheet). If you would like to
borrow a book or DVD then please email me and we’ll sort something out.

Library policies are pretty flexible –
•
•

You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be expected
to be returned within 1 month.
DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.

•

When you are ready to return a book, email John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian ,
john@roperlindsay.com, or call/text 021 395513
NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Return them to next Section meeting.
Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for C/W
library.
Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office on 1st floor in Lane Neave building at 141
Cambridge Tce, marked for “Yvonne”.
Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
Name: Dorothy Woodham Fletcher (formerly King, nee Graham)
Notified by: Peter McCormack’s daughter, Trish.
Joined: 1/1/1950 (resigned by her daughter in 2016)
Section: Canty/Westland
Member Type: 50yr Vet
Member number: 552/30664554
Date of Birth: 25/7/1927
Deceased: 10/8/2017 (90yr)
Dorothy was the daughter of Alec Graham, Franz Josef
Name: Steven Turner
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-17/steve-turner-remembered-godfather-to-climbingfatal-fall-qld/10253404
Joined: 1/2/16-28/2/17 (prior membership 2005-2009 – 6 years total, not a current member)
Section: Australia
Member Type: Full
Member number: 2165/30665957
Date of Birth: 16/7/1968
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Deceased: 15/9/2018 (50yr)

Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club
Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933

Section Library
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts
Chairperson
Jim Petersen
64 22 620 0619
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Treasurer
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Secretary
Ashlee Peeters
ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz

Arthur’s Pass Lodge
John Henson
027 4714075
hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Events
Adam Humphries
027 200 4760
adam.b.humphries@gmail.com

Rock Climbing Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Accommodation Committee Rep.
Philip Tree
Philip.tree@taitradio.com

Section Evenings
No one at the moment!

Instruction Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com

National Committee Rep.
Yvonne Pfluger
027 6004679
yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz

Recreational advocacy
Lindsay Main
Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz

Newsletter
Helen Liley
0212096757
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

Trips Coordinator
Maike Chan
2maike.chan@gmail.com

Library
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Online Coordinator
Shannon van Til
shannonvantil@gmail.com

Crag Maintenance
Grant Piper
021 711300
grant.piper66@gmail.co
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