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Location: Baptist Church, 286 Oxford Terrace
Time: Doors open 7.30 pm, talk starts at 8:00 pm sharp
September 13th – Meeting and gear buy/sell night
Don’t miss out on the sale of the year! Have a clean out of the gear you no longer
require and set up your own sales table OR just pop along to find lots of great bargains
from those who are selling. Retailer Aspiring Safety will also have a table on the night.
Doors open to set tables up for sellers from 6.30pm and those buying - starts at 7.30pm
(NO earlier).
October 11th - T.B.A.
November 8th - REEL Rock Film Tour.
December 13th - Paul Hersey.
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Cover: A bluebird day on Rome Ridge

Upcoming club trips and events
Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing, cycling or
otherwise, contact Maike Chan at 2maike.chan@gmail.com. More info on page 21.

29th September to 7th October - Tasman Glacier Spring Climbing Camp -If
interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com.

Mid Week Mountaineering
The mid-week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod up a few
peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. Most of the trips are not technical climbing but
scrambling at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat
Prendergast on 337 0079 or email pat@slingshot.co.nz

Mid Week Rock Climbing
A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards.
Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a choice of two
nights each week and the nights will vary depending on who is looking after the group. We believe
by doing this instead of the old system, it will give people more opportunities to get out climbing
and we welcome people of all abilities from beginners to experts.
A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group – helmets are compulsory when
climbing and belaying (if you don’t have a helmet, please source one or talk to the climbing coordinator and they will try and have one available). Also, for those new to climbing and not sure on
how to belay, we can assist in this so please ask if you are not sure. We now also have available,
two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings), and these will be available each week for the
person in charge to use rather than their own equipment and for those climbers who don’t want to
lead but top rope instead.
Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards (depending on the person in charge
on the night), outdoors if fine and during daylight savings hours or indoors if the weather is no good
and outside of daylight savings hours.
We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a roster basis rather
than relying on the same people every week having to look after the climbing group so please
contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too much of a difficult task to look after things
and we can run through what is required).
If you are keen to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will email out at the start
of the week with which nights we are running climbing and who is in charge and their contact
details.
If you would like to be on the group list, please email Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com or
by texting on 0274461562. All welcome, including non members.
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Upcoming club trips and events
Tasman Glacier Spring Climbing Camp 29th September – 7th October
The Upper Tasman Glacier is home to some of the most impressive summits in the
Mount Cook National Park. Peaks such as Elie de Beaumont, Malte Brun, The
Minarets and De La Beche line either side of the Tasman Valley and provide excellent
climbing opportunities for those who venture to its upper reaches.
The plan on the Spring Climbing Camp will be to maximise the weather window
available and fly in and fly out of the head of the Tasman Glacier. Therefore, we ask
that all climbers interested allow for departure/return dates spanning both weekends.
Sleeping arrangements will involve staying in alpine huts and bivvying.
Numbers for this climbing trip are limited with all climbers required to pay flight costs
of approximately $300 per person.
All climbers interested must be NZAC members. Also climbers should have sound NZ
mountaineering skills such as experience with glacier travel, building snow anchors
and a solid crampon/ice axe technique.
If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com
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Upcoming club trips and events
Food for The Outdoors 29-30th September
NZAC Unwin Lodge Aoraki Mt Cook will be hosting a ‘Food for The Outdoors’ weekend.
Spend Saturday and Sunday with Emily and Frankie, the girls from Local Dehy, gaining new
ideas, recipes and top tips for eating delicious food whilst out adventuring. This will include
interactive cooking classes, demonstrations, and nutritional information sessions where we
will explore vegetarian food ideas for breakfast, lunch and dinner from lightweight to
gourmet.
Details: https://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/NZAC-Unwin-Foodfor-the-Outdoors-Event-Info-2018.pdf

NZAC Mountain Medicine Weekend 13-14 October
NZAC Unwin Lodge Aoraki Mt Cook will be hosting its first ever weekend of Mountain
Medicine workshops this October. The weekend will offer climbers, trampers, mountaineers
and skiers the chance to learn about mountain medicine from experts in the field and share
knowledge and experience with others interested in Mountain Medicine.
Spend Saturday and/or Sunday learning new skills through a series of workshops, and join us
for beer and a BBQ dinner on Saturday evening whilst guest speakers from the Geraldine
Volunteer Fire Brigade Road Crash Rescue Team give insight into operating in extremely
difficult emergency situations, and competing in international rescue challenges.
Workshops include:
• Recognising illness / Primary survey
• Splints, dressings and packaging
• NZ First Aid kits
• Human factors in mountain medicine
• Hypothermia prevention and treatment
• Mountaineering with pre-existing conditions
Workshops will run between 9.30am-4.30pm each day
Cost: NZAC Member: $200.00 Non-members: $220.00
Included in the cost:
• All Workshops and Guest Speaker
• Two nights accommodation at NZAC Unwin Lodge (Friday 12th Oct (night prior to
workshops) and Saturday 13th Oct)
• Food for the Saturday night BBQ
Places are limited, refer to the website for more information!
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Trip Reports
Transgressions in Hakatere: Chicken thief strikes Double Hut
Author: Kevin Peng 06/08/2018
Over the weekend of 04/08/2018 – 05/08/2018, a group of 7 NZAC members climbed Mt Taylor via the very
standard Double Hut route.
Jacob, Jonathan, and Markus left Christchurch before sundown proper, so a cosy matagouri fire was in place
by the time Kevin, Jamie, and Tim arrived at 10:50pm. Animal activist Byron had to tend to some sheep, so
he arrived at a full Double Hut shortly after. Now would be a good time to mention that there was a
mysterious Te Araroa tramper who wielded an axe and long spear. At a certain point during the younglings’
faff with their daypacks, the man came-to and began humming a sweet tune – though sweet and melodious, it
was merely a veil over the deep angst that only 10 days of dehydrated meals could bring; an insidious
foreshadowing of the events about to unfold.
We woke at the leisurely hour of 7am as suggested by the trip leaders, and set off towards the obvious fork in
the Swin River South Branch at 7:45am. The riverbed provided pleasant travel despite a few verglassed
rocks, so we gained the west ridge of Mt Taylor in good time. The younglings quickly made an appointment
with a polished riverbed rock for a post-descent bouldering session.
A layer of low cloud rolled in from the Arrowsmiths as we climbed up the ridge, but we managed to stay
above it, enjoying our ever-widening vantage of the whole Canterbury/Westland Alps. The surprisingly solid
red buttresses around Pt1766 provided a nice bit of scrambling for the keener members of the party, with
even a half-star chimney being climbed by Kevin, Jake, and Jamie.
The ridge eventually developed a reasonable snowpack, so crampons went on and transceiver checks were
carried out. There was a noticeable soft slab that did not cause much concern to the party.

Photo: Markus Milne
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At the summit of Mt Taylor 2333m, we were greeted by a noticeable nor ‘easterly which also did not cause much
concern to the party until Jamie and Kevin decided to stand up and block out the sun for Markus and Jake. Hence,
emails were checked, summit photos were taken, and we began the west ridge descent.

Photo: Kevin Peng
This time, the old studs decided to tackle an aesthetic line true to the rocky ridgetop, while the young studs
focused on (contrived) a more futuristic option on a smaller rock step. A creative arête sequence began at an
unbelievable jug, led into a mantle, and finished with a solid finger jam.

Photos: Markus Milne and Kevin Peng
After descending past Pt1766, we efficiently descended the obvious NE-facing scree slope back down to
the river, where a couple of whacks were thrown at globules of plastic riverside ice. The old studs were
well on their way to dinner now, but the younglings had an appointment to make. After a few heel hooks
and dirty slopers, the younglings-turned-weaklings decided to head back to the hut, collecting dead
matagouri for Double Hut. Jake now has some unfinished business with the boulder: “Existential Crisis”
V4.
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Photos: Kevin Peng
Now this is where the scandal begins… when Jon returned to the hut, he noticed that the chicken he brought
for dinner was missing. However, this strange misfortune was only compounded by the fact that Tim’s cooker
and pots were also missing! We will never know for sure what happened, but of course we quickly came to
suspect that the Te Araroa tramper was the perpetrator of a cruel backcountry betrayal. Rough plans to seek
vengeance for the lost chicken at Manuka Hut were abandoned after Markus recalled that the man was wellarmed for spearfishing and axe throwing. After dinner, Byron, Kevin, Jamie, and Tim left the starlit setting
for further animal activism and academia.
All in all, a great trip with great company. Only partially ruined by the unsavoury tramper offense.

Photo: Marcus Milne
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Notices
NZAC Governance Vote
The deadline for voting on the proposed governance changes in NZAC is the 7
September 2018. Members will have received voting instructions and a unique voting
link via email. Refer to the website for voters resources, including a summary of the
proposed changes, and a video explanation for those who couldn’t attend the roadshow
events.
If you have further specific questions after reading the documentation and watching the
video, you can email them to governance@alpineclub.org.nz. Queries will be
addressed by the reference group.
If you have questions about the voting process, you can email them to
election@alpineclub.org.nz or the National Office.
NZAC members will be notified of the results on the week of 10 September 2018, and
if carried, the transition plan will commence on the 1 October.

Te Ara Kakariki Trust/ Greenway Canterbury Trust
With less than 1% of vegetation remaining on the Canterbury Plains, we need you help
to plant native greendots. Every year Te Ara Kākāriki plants natives at a number of
sites.

Te Ara Kākāriki invites those with an interest in the environment or those that love
getting outdoors or those that want to contribute.
We have an exciting Spring season planned ahead for 2018. Our main planting dates
are set, so put these dates in your schedule! Back up dates for each plantout are the
weekend after.
Saturday September 8th – Lincoln, Tai Tapu and Porthills
Buses are provided from Christchurch city and around Selwyn, lunch and morning and
afternoon tea.
Saturday September 22nd – Hororata and Springfield
Details for Saturday 8th –Details for Saturday 22nd – we provide buses from
Christchurch city and around Selwyn, lunch, morning and afternoon tea, and an early
dinner at the Hororata Hall with live music. We would appreciate a $10 contribution
per person to help cover a % of the cost.
To register go to: https://www.kakariki.org.nz/how-to-help/volunteer/ , or to get
involved in planting natives across the Canterbury plains email office@kakariki.org.nz
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Notices
Crag Maintenance
Transmitter Crag access progress
During the last few weeks Stu Allan and I have engaged with the Christchurch
Adventure Park over climbing access to Transmitter Crag. The access process was
delayed by the fire in February last year which burned through much of the pine
plantation at the Park, and required large numbers of partly burned trees to be felled
and cleared.
The Park staff have been extremely helpful with our efforts to open access for
climbing, but are bound by their operating procedures to require some work on our
part.
We started by removing nine routes on the left side of the Goat Cave, as the chairlift
passes directly overhead, and there was the risk of climbers here being hit by objects
dropped from the lift. The hangers were removed, and the bolts driven in or cut off.
These climbs have been indicated on ClimbNZ as “Gone”.On the next visit we
discussed the walking route that climbers will use to access the crag, starting at
Worsleys Road and following established tracks to a new track to be developed that
will lead down the southern end of the crag and around to the area popularised by
NZAC members after the earthquakes.
The next stage is assess the bolts. We have checked all the bolts on 14 of the 22 climbs
on the left side of the crag, with another 8 to be done. The hangers were removed and
refitted, and the nuts tightened and secured with a thread locker. One bolt was replaced,
and two new bolts were added. The anchors are also being assessed. Chain-and-shackle
rigging at anchors is not considered acceptable, and has been replaced by ring hangers,
with some of the anchor stations also being moved to more accessible locations.
After another day or two the bolt work will be completed and the first part of the cliff
will be ready for opening. The plan is that the two walls designated “First Crag” and
“NZAC Crag” (which were formerly shown together as “First Crag”) on Climb NZ
will be opened initially. After further work, the next sections of the crag will be opened
progressively.
There will be signage required on the walking route to the crag; particularly warning
signs where the route crosses mountain bike tracks, and these may take a bit longer to
put in place.
However, it looks like the first part of the crag at least will be open for climbing later
this spring.
Lindsay Main
Section access co-ordinator.
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Notices
Back country Ski-touring in New Zealand: a guide to New Zealand’s best
backcountry terrain
NZAC Members Price: $35
This book is your essential guide to the
best backcountry touring and ski
mountaineering in New Zealand.
Whether you’re new to the world of
backcountry snowsports, an enthusiast
looking for inspiration, or an international
traveller sampling what New Zealand has to
offer, this guide will help you plan your next
adventure.

One more month before applications for the 2018 FMC Expedition Scholarships
close!
FMC is proud to offer Youth Scholarships (age under 30) for the eighth year running, and the Simon
Bell Memorial Scholarship (no age restrictions) for the third consecutive year.
Applications close on Friday 14 September 2018. For information on how to apply, and to check the
eligibility criteria, see https://www.fmc.org.nz/scholarship/. For any queries, e-mail our executive
officer at eo@fmc.org.nz.

Nominations are open for the NZAC Volunteer of the Year 2018
NZAC Volunteer of the Year (VOTY) is awarded at each AGM. Individuals and Sections nominate
an NZAC volunteer that they think have done great work over the course of the previous year.
Please complete the online nomination form no later than Monday 1st October 2018:
https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-nzac/heritage/volunteer-of-the-year-award/

NZAC High Alpine Skills course registration open
Our highly sought after High Alpine Skills courses for the summer of 2018/19 registrations are now
open. These courses are for members who have taken part in an Intermediate Snowcraft Course with
the NZAC or similar organisation, and have embedded their skills with further alpine climbing trips.
If you are wanting to upskill and get into the big mountains of Aoraki Mt Cook and Westland Tai
Poutini National Parks, these courses are a fantastic gateway to increase your knowledge and skills.
They fill up fast so be in quick to secure your place. More info: https://alpineclub.org.nz/aboutcourses/hasc/
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Further details on the Bisotun Festival can be found at
https://www.iranoutdoorevents.com, or by emailing Atour events at
atouradventure.events@gmail.com
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Canterbury / Westland Section Gear Hire
(For NZAC Members only)
The C/W Section has a good range of equipment available to be hired to members.
Section trips and instruction will take priority but members are more than welcome to
hire on private trips and for other people on those trips (members or non members ).
All equipment hired is on a cash only basis with a receipt provided and must be paid
when picking up (please don’t ask to pay online or after the completion of the trip – no
$ up front, no hire, no exceptions!).
Equipment must be returned within 24 hours of completion of hire period or by
arrangement, otherwise an additional ‘late return’ fee may incur. All equipment hired
must be returned in a clean and undamaged state and the hirer is responsible for any
loss or damage and may be required to cover any repair or replacement costs.
Bulk hire or for extended hire periods will get a discount on the daily rate of $10 per
day per item and $5 each extra day (for all items unless stated).
Equipment List
• Plastic and rigid leather mountaineering boots (20 pair of limited sizes).
• Crampons (9 pair – fully adjustable).
• Walking ice axes (9 of various lengths).
• Technical ice axes and hammers (5 pair of various kinds).
• Avalanche kits (12 sets of Pieps DSP sport transceivers/shovels and probes).
• Snow shoes (2 pair).
• EPIRB (1 x emergency locator beacon).
• Alpine ropes (6 x 50 metre dry – NZAC courses only not private hire).
• Helmets (6 of various models). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
• Harnesses (3 of various sizes). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
• Snow stakes (8 with mid clip wire). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
• Ice screws (12 x various BD and Petzl). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
• Trad gear – various sizes of cams, hexes and nuts (NZAC courses only not private
hire). Price on quantity.
To arrange hire contact is by two options only – text only on 0274461562 for quickest
reply or email nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com for evening reply.
Flexible times are available to hire gear but most evenings from Sunday to Thursday
only (please do not contact ‘last minute’ on a Friday expecting to pick up gear the
same day)
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Trip guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. Many members will have had their first alpine experiences on club trips.
And many will also have organised trips, helping other members enjoy our alpine environment. If you're thinking of joining or
organising a trip, here are some guidelines on what to expect. Check out the NZAC Trips
page https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/ for resources to assist you with planning a section trip.”
Responsibilities of a Trip Participant
• You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation it is up to you to let your trip organiser know
straight away.
• Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) as determined by the Trip organiser.
• Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible.
• Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you to achieve those goals. Obtain a relevant
map and know where you are going, what type of terrain is involved, what gear you will need and the knowledge of how to use
it.
• Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have and accept that the Trip Organiser might not accept you
on the trip if he/she thinks you are not experienced enough.
• Get in contact with the Trip Organiser as soon as you are confident that you want to go on the trip
• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so that another person can
take your place.
• Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.
Responsibilities of a Trip organiser
• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding. Choose a mountain, peak, hill,
traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen club members!
• You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower every group member with
enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed trip both before, and during the trip.
• Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the amount of effort required to
achieve the stated goal
• Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and experience.
• Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up so that everyone is prepared.
• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and return it to you in advance
of the trip.
• Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should expect to pay for transport
costs (petrol, wear and tear).
• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. The intentions should include a latest return
time/date which would trigger a search initiated by the responsible individual(s) and involving the relevant authorities (Police, SAR,
etc).
• If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group) to find a safe solution
where possible. This may involve everyone turning around.
• Give priority to NZAC members
• Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Benefits for NZAC members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers, as well as several skifields.
You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit
https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Section Library
Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the National Office library
you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? Every section meeting I will bring a
good selection of the hundreds of books in the library, along with the DVDs.
The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online
here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the
spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and we’ll sort
something out.
Library policies are pretty flexible –
• You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
• Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be expected to
be returned within 1 month.
• DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.
When you are ready to return a book, email me.
John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, 021 395513
NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.
1) Return them to next Section meeting.
2) Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for C/W
library.
3) Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office on 1st floor in Lane Neave building at 141
Cambridge Tce, marked for “Yvonne”..
4) Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
Name: Jock Montgomery
Notified by: his daughter Jane Montgomery
Joined: 1/1/1951
Section: Canterbury/Westland
Member Type: Veteran 50yr
Member number: 1137/30665072
Date of Birth: 11/1/1922
Deceased: 22/7/2018 (96 yrs)
Name: Shirley Mayfield Ellis (nee Jones)
Joined: 1/1/1949
Section: Otago
Member Type: 50yr Vet
Member number: 511/30664514
Date of Birth: 26/3/1926
Deceased: 14/6/2018 (92yr)
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Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club
Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933
Section Library http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts
Chairperson
Jim Petersen
64 22 620 0619
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Treasurer
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Secretary
Ashlee Peeters
ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz

Arthur’s Pass Lodge
John Henson
027 4714075
hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Events
Adam Humphries
027 200 4760
adam.b.humphries@gmail.com

Rock Climbing Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Accommodation Committee Rep.
Philip Tree
Philip.tree@taitradio.com

Section Evenings
No one at the moment!

Instruction Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com

National Committee Rep.
Yvonne Pfluger
027 6004679
yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz

Recreational advocacy
Lindsay Main
Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz

Newsletter
Helen Liley
0212096757
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

Trips Coordinator
Maike Chan
2maike.chan@gmail.com

Library
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Online Coordinator
Shannon van Til
shannonvantil@gmail.com

Crag Maintenance
Grant Piper
021 711300
grant.piper66@gmail.co
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