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Section Meetings – Oxford Baptist Terrace Church
Buy/Sell Gear Sale
Open to sellers set up from 6:30, Sale starts at 7:30pm. Thursday 12 September
•

Awesome pre-loved gear for rock climbing, skiing, hiking, mountaineering, ice
climbing and much more! This sale will be also be a great way to move on any
gear you no longer need.

•

Those who are selling gear are reminded to be there by 6:30/7:15pm to set up
their tables. One table limit per seller.

•

Aspiring Safety, Mountain Adventure and other retailers will be along.

•

Cash only with an auction at the end of night

Please contact Nick on ndraguno@gmail.com to book a table

In Brief
•

Snowpack Conditions – Public Observation Competition for winter
2019: https://bit.ly/2HXsgQX

NZAC – Winter Book Sale
•

We’ve just discounted some more NZ Climbing Literature titles. Please login
online for member rates and check out the following. In addition, past Journal
issues have been added for early years that weren’t available previously.
Numbers are limited: https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/specials/

Cover: Trampers descending Foggy Peak – Jim Petersen
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Upcoming Club Trips and Events
Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing,
cycling or otherwise, contact Maike Chan at 2maike.chan@gmail.com
Mid-week mountaineering
The mid-week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod
up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. Most of the trips are not
technical climbing but scrambling at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested in
joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or email pat@slingshot.co.nz
Mid Week Rock Climbing
A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards.
Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a choice
of two nights each week, which will vary depending on who is looking after the group.
We believe this will give people of all abilities more opportunities to get out climbing.

A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group;
•

Helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying (if you don’t have a helmet,
please source one or talk to the climbing co-ordinator and they will try and have
one available).

•

For those new to climbing and belaying, we can assist in this so please ask if you
are not sure.

•

Two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings) are available each week for
the person in charge to use rather than their own equipment and for those climbers
who don’t want to lead but top rope instead.

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards, outdoors during
daylight savings hours, or indoors in winter, or if the weather is no good.
We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a roster
basis rather than relying on the same people every week having to look after the
climbing group so please contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too
difficult!).
If you would like to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will email
out at the start of the week with which nights we are running climbing and who is in
charge and their contact details. If you would like to be on the group list, please email
Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com , or text on 0274461562. All welcome,
including non members.
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Trip Guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. If you're thinking
of joining or organising a trip, here are some guidelines on what to expect.
Check out the NZAC Trips page https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organisingtrips/ for resources to assist you with planning a section trip.
Responsibilities of a Trip Participant
• You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any
situation, let your trip organiser know straight away.
• Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear)
• Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required
of you. Obtain a relevant map and know where you are going, the terrain,
what gear you will need, and how to use it.
• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know
as soon as possible so that another person can take your place.
• Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the
Trip Organiser.
Responsibilities of a Trip organiser
• Trips should be fun for everyone. Choose a mountain, peak, hill, traverse,
route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen club members!
• You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but
you should aim to empower every group member with enough knowledge to
make their own informed decisions about the proposed trip both before, and
during the trip.
• Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group
members an idea of the amount of effort required.
• Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and
group fitness and experience.
• Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up.
• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have
them understand, sign and return it to you in advance of the trip.
• Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone
know how much they should expect to pay for transport costs.
• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible
individual.
• If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you
(with the help of the group) to find a safe solution where possible.
• Give priority to NZAC members
• Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section
Newsletter.
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Upcoming Club Trips and Events – Tasman Glacier, Early Oct

The Upper Tasman Glacier is home to some of the most impressive summits in the
Mount Cook National Park. Peaks such as Elie de Beaumont, Malte Brun, The
Minarets and De La Beche line either side of the Tasman Valley and provide
excellent climbing opportunities for those who venture to its upper reaches.
The plan on this climbing camp will be to maximise the weather window available
and fly in and fly out of the head of the Tasman Glacier. Therefore, we ask that all
climbers interested allow for departure/return dates spanning both weekends of the
5th and 12th October.
The intention is not to have a fixed date, but to use a weather window between 5th
and the 12th of October. Ideally we could get three or four good days up in the
mountains this way. Sleeping arrangements will involve staying in alpine huts and
bivvying.

All climbers interested must have sound NZ mountaineering skills such as
experience with glacier travel, building snow anchors and a solid crampon/ice axe
technique. Numbers are limited with all climbers required to pay flight costs of
approximately $300 per person.
If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com
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Trip Reports: Snowcraft follow-up trips

Led by Jim Petersen
NZAC C/W section mentoring trips.
Part of our beginners snow craft programme is to provide follow up walks and
summit attempts for our students so they can gain valuable experience and
confidence.
On Sunday, C/W volunteer instructor and our current chair person Jim Petersen,
took Steff and Adam Parks and Lucy Phillips up Foggy Peak.
During last week, our lead volunteer instructor Penny Webster along with Jim
Davidson from the Auckland section took Hamish Lamotte up Mt Rolleston and
this weekend, volunteer instructors Gilda Otway and Gunther Hammer are taking
students up Mt Cloudsley.
We also have follow up summits planned for the second beginners snow craft
course students and section trips through to October.
Thanks to all the awesome volunteers that make these courses and trips possible!
Cheers, Clayton.
8

Photos: Snowcraft follow-up trips

Photo Credit to Jim Petersen and
Penny Webster

9

Notices: Request for information
Ohau – Landsborough Guidebook - Request for information
James Thornton, Nina Dickerhof and Ross Cullen are working on this title which
will replace the Barron Saddle – Mt Brewster guidebook in spring 2020; with more
than 100 new climbs since the current edition.
The authors are requesting colour photographs for publication and information such
as errors and omissions in the current edition, changes to existing routes, access,
huts, and of course, new routes.
Please contact the authors directly:
j.m.thornton@live.com (Landsborough, Hunter/Makarora, West of the Hooker
Range, McKerrow Range)
rosscullen.kiwi@gmail.com (Bush Stream, Twin Stream rock and ice climbing)
nina.dickerhof@gmail.com (Dobson, Hopkins, Huxley, Ahuriri, Barrier Rane, Ben
Ohau Rane)

James Thornton on the summit of Strauchon – Nina Dickerhof
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Notices:
Arthurs Pass predator control notification
On behalf of the Department of Conservation we wish to notify you of a change to
the Arthurs Pass predator control operation. Due to the snow and unsuitable weather
conditions, the Arthurs Pass predator control operation has been separated into two
separate treatment areas. This will ensure the immediate protection of the orangefronted parakeet/ kākāriki (OFP) and will provide protection to great spotted kiwi
(GSK) throughout their breeding season in spring.
The OFP are vulnerable to predation from rodents and mustelids throughout all lifestages. This cavity-roosting, ground-feeding species is only found in the Hawdon
and Poulter Valley’s in Arthur’s Pass National Park and the South Branch Hurunui
in Lake Sumner Forest Park. Operation 1 will cover this area and will be flown as
soon as weather and ground conditions allow – boundaries for this operation are
less affected by snow. This operation needs to remove the risk of all predators from
the OFP area as soon as possible due to the risk of predation while OFP are still
nesting and predator numbers are increasing.
To ensure the operation meets its other objective to ‘save our iconic kiwi’ (SOIK),
the SOIK treatment area will be treated once the tussock lands are free of snow. The
department is planning to complete this part of the operation in late spring once the
high country has had significant snow melt. The predation risk to kiwi occurs
throughout their breeding season when stoat numbers start to rise and kiwi chicks
emerge from their nests.
Please see the attached notification fact at the end of the Newsletter for a map of the
two treatment areas.
Amended operational timing;
1. OFP treatment area (red on map). Due for treatment as soon as weather and
ground conditions allow
2. SOIK treatment area (red + grey on map). Late spring after significant snow
melt. October – November 2019
If you have any queries please feel free to contact me.

David Priest
Vector Control Services
Aerial Contracts Manager
Tel. 03 769 9320
Mob. 021 702 594
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Notices:
FMC Photo Competition
Kia Ora to all NZAC sections,
I'd like to warmly invite your section to consider entering into the FMC photo
competition. Each NZAC section qualifies to put forward an entry comprised of its
members photos. There's over $14,500 worth of prizes to be won!
We're well aware of the NZAC competition occurring at the moment; there's no
reason from our perspective why you can't also enter the FMC competition!
The only tricky bit is that the FMC competition categories are different than the
NZAC ones, and specifically exclude overseas shots.
Please take a look at the FMC photo competition web page, and feel free to drop me
a line if you have any questions.
Kind regards,
Dan Clearwater

NZAC - new discount providers
Go Native
Go Native are also going to support the Club Hut Fund with an annual donation
equalling 10% commission from purchases so I’d appreciate your sharing this
additional news with members, thanks. Might need to remind members to log in
first to see the checkout code that will give them their 10% discount.

The North Face
15% discount off RRP in-store to NZAC members
To obtain the discount you will need to show your active NZAC membership card.
The discount is available in Auckland, Christchurch and Queenstown, but
excludes gift cards and items already reduced in price.
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Notices:
Ohau Forests Possum Control 2019-20
The Community & Public Health (Christchurch) Medical Officer of Health (MOH)
has granted an annual consent (2019-20) for ground-based vertebrate toxin
operations to continue in the Ohau Forests. Several years ago the Department of
Conservation (DOC) issued a five-year consent (2015-20) for operations to control
and reduce possum numbers.
The vertebrate toxins permitted for use are Feratox baits containing encapsulated
cyanide and cereal baits containing sodium fluoroacetate (1080). While the DOC
consent is for a five-year period the MOH consent requires renewal on an annual
basis - consequently the operation is subject to annual MOH scrutiny.
Possum control is planned to start on the 9th August 2019 and will continue for the
duration of the respective consents. Operations will occur in forested areas of the
Temple Streams, Huxley River Valley, and the Hopkins and Dobson River Valleys.
Control methods will primarily involve the use of Feratox cyanide in biodegradable bait bags stapled to trees and kill traps. Some Feratox cyanide baits may
be placed in bait stations. Cereal baits containing 1080 will only be considered for
use should circumstances require an alternative form of poison bait.
The pesticides used in these operations are poisonous to humans and domestic
animals. Dogs are particularly susceptible to 1080.
The Department advises that any persons entering the operational area observe the
following standard guidelines:

DO NOT touch any bait.
WATCH CHILDREN at all times.
DO NOT bring DOGS into this area.
DO NOT EAT animals from this area.
DO NOT touch bait stations.
DO NOT touch kill traps.
Observe these rules whenever you see Warning signs about Pesticides or
Traps.
If at any stage you have concerns about the ground-based use of Feratox or 1080,
or where we are using these toxins, then please do not hesitate to contact
Te Manahuna/Twizel Office.
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Notices:
2019-2020 UIAA Ice Climbing World Tour

Check out the launch of the 2019-2020 UIAA Ice Climbing World Tour
https://www.theuiaa.org/ice-climbing/launch-of-2019-2020-uiaa-ice-climbingworld-tour/

NEW STOCK ITEM – 1500 and 2050ml Poo Pots
Due to demand, two new sized Poo Pots are available for purchase online.
Larger sizes were requested for longer trips and the result has been a change to
1500ml and 2050ml sizes that should for good for from 1 to 5 days use.
These pots have a wider 100mm opening and come with a reusable cap insert that
helps give a better seal and reduces odours. Due to making a bulk purchase we have
been able to keep the price the same as the 1000ml pots, $7 plus p&p.
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/poo-pots 1500ml/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/poo-pots-2050ml/
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Notices:
Seeking Information

Does anyone have any information or family contacts for an ex Club member,
Frank H Drewitt? The enquiry is in relation to film holdings from his Estate and a
request to us from Ngā Taonga Sound and Vision Archive. Frank joined the NZAC
as an Associate Member in 1937. Originally he was noted as living in Timaru
before moving to Wellington around 1941. He was a speaker at a Wellington
Section Meeting in March 1946 with a talk entitled ‘Ski-ing’. The last record we
have for him is as a member in 1956, but no mention after that. One of his films is
viewable on the Club’s Vimeo account: https://vimeo.com/337631215
Any assistance appreciated. Contact Margaret@alpineclub.org.nz, thank you.
Backcountry Ski-Touring in New Zealand
Just in time for the new season after selling out
last year!
This book is your essential guide to the best
backcountry touring and ski mountaineering in
New Zealand. Whether you’re new to the world of
backcountry snowsports, an enthusiast looking for
inspiration, or an international traveller sampling
what New Zealand has to offer, this guide will
help you plan your next adventure. Often sold in
tandem with Avalanche Awareness in New
Zealand. Log in first for member rates:
https://alpineclub.org.nz/productcategory/guidebooks/skiing/
FMC Affiliation Discounts 2019
For members who have ‘FMC yes’ and received the Bulletin with their ‘The
Climber’ magazine the updated FMC discounts are now online.
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ Some companies
have online discount codes and to view those you need to be logged in as a member
of NZAC.

There are six new company discounts this year from: Earth, Sea, Sky; Good
Rotating; Intents Outdoors; Kai Carrier; Westport Shuttles and Small Planet.
Keep an eye out for your 2019 discount cards with the upcoming winter issue of
The Climber coming soon.
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Notices:

JOB OPPORTUNITY!
Backcountry Trust Administrator (part-time)
12-month contract commencing Sept 2019
The Backcountry Trust is in its third year of successful operation. The Trust funds
and facilitates the volunteer-led maintenance and upgrade of huts and tracks on
public conservation land. It is an independent entity with ongoing funding from
the Department of Conservation.
We are looking for a self-motivated and efficient administration contractor for the
growing activities of the Trust. Work remotely from home opportunity, approx. 20
hours per week. For full details see:
https://www.backcountrytrust.org.nz/administration-contract-application.html
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Notices:
Outdoorsy NZ
Michelle Morpeth started Outdoorsy NZ to champion mums and kids outside.
Many parents - especially mums - find that their outdoorsy life gets put a bit on the
back burner once the chaos of kids arrives, but it doesn’t have to be that way! She
writes an inspiring blog; and her energetic Facebook group, The Outdoorsy Mama,
is full of ideas and encouragement for mums who seek outdoor adventure.

Michelle also offers an adventure design service for time-strapped families - she
does all the research and presents you with your choice of a personalised eguidebook for your escape, or a fully booked itinerary.
-

Like to bike the Timber Trail with kids?

-

Spend a week hiking Northland beach and bush trails?

-

Want to ski Wanaka?

You can find Michelle at hello@outdoorsy.co.nz, Instagram@outdoorsy_nz, join
the crew on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheOutdoorsyMama ,
Website https://www.outdoorsy.co.nz/

Ski Bargain Books – Disabled Snowsports Canterbury

Disabled Snowsports Canterbury is an organisation that gets people with disabilities
out skiing and snowboarding. Their main fundraiser is selling Bargain Books full of
lift pass vouchers for various South Island ski fields. In most cases two lift passes
are offered for the price of one, although some fields have different offers and/or
restrictions.
The Bargain books are $110 for the first purchased and $90 for subsequent books
bought in the same transaction. They can be purchased through the website or from
Snow and Surf, SnowRide, or Cactus Outdoor. There will also be a stand at the
Annual Canterbury Snow Sale (Canterbury University Snow Sports Club) at the
UCSA Events Centre, 90 Ilam Road on 18th and 19th May
These Bargain Books are a great way to explore a lot of different fields at a
discount, and a great way to help some less able people get on the snow. Further
detail is available on the website http://www.dsc.org.nz/bargain-booklets/
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Notices:
Media release
Arthur’s Pass National Park Visitor Centre moves
The Department of Conservation (DOC) has moved its visitor centre services ahead
of a planned upgrade to the Arthur’s Pass National Park Visitor Centre later this year.

The temporary visitor centre is located just up the road next to Arthur’s Pass Motel
and Lodge in the national park village.
Work will start later this year on the planned upgrade of the Arthur’s Pass National
Park Visitor Centre to bring it up to 100% of the National Building Standards.
DOC’s visitor centre is open 8.30am to 4.30pm seven days a week.
Missing: AP Harper Ice Axe
We would like to put the word out for the return of the AP Harper Ice-Axe to the
National Office Christchurch. It is quite distinctive for its extra length and the initials
AP are stamped into the axe-head.

No questions asked, We’d just really love to have this historical Club item returned
so it can go back on display and return to its home. Contact
margaret@alpineclub.org.nz
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Notices:
Breaking the Ice, the story of the first year in Antarctica
Antarctic Heritage Trust is delighted to announce a new exhibition that has been
created in partnership with Canterbury Museum in Christchurch New Zealand.
Breaking the Ice, the story of the first year in Antarctica (1899–1900), opens at
Canterbury Museum. Christchurch on 18 May and runs to 13 October 2019.

Protect Our Winters was founded by professional snowboarder Jeremy Jones in
2007, to mobilize the snowsports community (and now more broadly the outdoor
community) on climate action. It now has 10 international chapters spread across
North America, Europe and Australasia and over 130,000 supporters. A New
Zealand chapter of POW has just started, and aims to represent and mobilize the
New Zealand outdoor community in positive climate action. More information is
available on the website.
Website: https://protectourwinters.nz/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ProtectOurWintersNZ/
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Notices:

New Zealand Alpine Journal – Digital Version 1892-2014
In 2015 NZAC accepted the generous offer of Claudia Posch and Gerhard Rampl
at Innsbruck University, Austria to scan and digitise NZAJ 1892-2014, and to
prepare it for access via the internet. More than 17,500 pages were scanned, and
using automated text recognition software Transkribus, turned into machinereadable text. This generally worked well but created some problems which
required further work.

A crowdfunding campaign during January 2017 was generously supported by
NZAC members and raised $8,800. Those funds enabled Innsbruck University to
appoint Milena Peralta Friedburg to support the project and Milena’s work has
been superb together with the NZAC volunteers editing the online journals.
Readers have two options: you can search across all volumes using ‘Search’, and
you can access single volumes via the ‘Content’ menu. Access by volume has an
extended user interface where you can also view (and copy) the transcript. This is
not the case with the search results page where (because of technical reasons) you
can only see the page-images.

https://www.nzaj-archive.nz/
NOTES:
1.Should you find any significant error (such as a page missing for example) in the
digital archive, please advise the NZAC via office@alpineclub.org.nz
2.Searching for an article or topic in the digital NZAJ can be assisted by making
use of the PDF which, once downloaded, is searchable using the Find function.
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Notices
New South Island Kōkako Encounter Map
The South Island Kokako Charitable Trust are
delighted to launch this superb new interactive
map resource to help plan your next South and
Stewart Island adventure with the search for
the South Island kōkako in mind.
Click on the link below to go to the new map
and discover the most recent and best
encounter reports.
https://ntnz.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappview
er/index.html?id=c30ea33620d14d248212b6b6
e11681d8
Kokako Trust Website:
http://www.southislandkokako.org/the-search/
Find My Adventure – Walking Access Commission
The Walking Access Commission have created a new, searchable database of
tracks and trails called ‘Find My Adventure’. It contains more than 200 tracks for
walkers, mountain bikers, and cyclists – and over the coming months, many
hundreds more will be added right across the country.
You can search Find My Adventure by region, by the type of activity you want to
do, be it dog walking, mountain biking or pushing a pram. Each track includes
information about the terrain, how to get there and any conditions you might need
to beware of.
The Commission has also updated its website with popular maps to help you find
legal public access, hunting and fishing spots, as well as property information. It
has a base of information about accessing the outdoors responsibly – including
roads and walkways, rivers and lakes, and private land.
https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/
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Notices – Books and Films
Fun In The Mountains
Ngā Taonga historical ski and mountain footage from the 20s-30s. Film short
taken from longer films of Southern Alps footage linked on this
page: https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/blog/film/fun-in-the-mountains/.

‘Flying Over the Himalaya: peak identification’ Tamotsu Nakamura

Just released this month this is a fantastic book for expedition planners. A 232page hardback, jammed with full-page images and superb maps, all with
meticulously labelled peak names and heights. Regions covered are: Karakoram,
West Tibet, Nepal Himalaya, North Sikkim, Tibet-Bhutan border, Yarlung
Tsangpo basin, Nyainqentangiha West, Easternmost Himalaya, Nyainquentanglha
East, Kangri Garpo and Gorge Country and the West Sichuan Highlands.
To order contact ibd@kinokuniya.co.jp – 8000 yen (approx. NZD$110) ISBN:
978-4-7795-1360-2
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Benefits for NZAC Members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers.
You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit
https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the
National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? Every
section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the library,
along with the DVDs.
The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online here:
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the
spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and
we’ll sort something out.
Library policies are pretty flexible –
•
•

•

You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be
expected to be returned within 1 month.
DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.

When you are ready to return a book, email John Roper-Lindsay,
john@roperlindsay.com, or call/text 021 395513
NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.
1. Return them to next Section meeting.
2. Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for
C/W library.
3. Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office on 1st floor in Lane Neave building at 141
Cambridge Tce, marked for “Yvonne”.
4. Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
Name: Kevin Sterling Hanks
Advised by his wife Robyn
Obituary
Joined: 14/7/2011
Section: Wellington
Member Type: Full
Member number: 30666611
Date of Birth: 15/04/1978
Deceased: 04/04/2019 (40yr) result of an accident
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Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club
Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933
Section Library
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
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