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Location: Aurora Centre
Time: 7:30pm-10:30pm (Matinee 3pm-6pm)
June – Banff Mountain Film Festival - Christchurch will host 4 screenings this year
at the Aurora Centre, including a Saturday daytime screening.
Two unique programmes, Green & Blue will be screened twice.
Screenings on:
Thursday 8th June (blue)
Friday 9th June (blue)
Saturday 10th June (green)
Saturday 10th June (green)
Tickets:
$15 NZAC members & students, $25 Non-members, $40 for two screenings.
Saturday Matinee Family Pack [$50, 2 adult, 2 U18]
Available from: Macpac Tower Junction, The Roxx/YMCA Adventure Centre, NZAC
Head Office, Bivouac
Available online at https://banff.nz/christchurch/
July – Nothing for it – Allan Brent – Allan Brent and Lydia McLean will talk to us
about a Southern Alps traverse that they, along with Alexis Belton and Mark Leslie,
completed this summer past.
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On the Liebig Range near Mt Hutton. Photo: Nina Dickerhof

Upcoming club trips and events
21st May - Advanced navigation course - Contact Clayton at
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
1st-2nd July & 5th-6th August -Beginners Snow Craft Courses ( Snow 1 ) - Contact
Clayton at nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com (July Course full).
8th, 9th, 22nd and 23rd July - Avalanche awareness for trampers and climbers –
Contact Clayton at nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com (Course on the 8th is full).
17th -20th August - Remarkables Ice & Mixed Festival Club Trip – Contact:
Andrew Barrett at andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz
23rd December - Tasman Glacier Climbing – Contact Matt Buckley for details at
buckmatthews73@gmail.com

Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing,
cycling or otherwise, contact Andrew Barrett: andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz
Further trip details on following page.
Mid week Rock Climbing
Runs every Wednesday evening. It happens, indoor or outdoors, depending on the
weather. An email is sent out to the climbing group at the beginning of the week with
details about who is organizing it. You are also welcome/encouraged to use the
climbing group to organize climbing at any time, including weekend trips. If you are
interested, please contact Janet Nicol on 0212307721 or at janetnicol@hotmail.com
We are also looking for a few more people who are willing to run a mid week climbing
session from time to time. Please put your hand up if you are able to help.
Mid week Mountaineering
The mid week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod
up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, depending on the weather. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0 079 or at
pat@slingshot.co.nz
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Beginners Snow Craft Courses (Snow 1)
July 1st-2nd (back up weekend July 15th and 16th) (JULY COURSE FULL)
and
August 5th-6th (back up weekend August 26th and 27th)
Please note that for 2017, the C/W section will be running two (identical), beginners
snow craft courses so unless full (maximum 12 students per course), you get to chooses
which weekend suits you best.
This course is designed at those coming from a tramping background and with good
moderate fitness as you will be expected to carry a pack uphill for between 4 and 6
hours each day so the course is not suitable for those with no tramping experience at
all.
These courses DO NOT TEACH the use of ropes for crevasse rescue or glacier travel.
WHAT WILL BE TAUGHT:
Balance and movement on snow.
Ice axe and crampon use and the different techniques.
Self arresting on snow.
Basic snow shelter construction (time and snow conditions permitting).
Basic weather patterns in N.Z.
Safe terrain selection.
Basic use of avalanche equipment (we recommend you attend one of the four beginners
avalanche awareness courses being run by the section in 2017 as these are a fully
comprehensive day course).
WHAT IS REQUIRED:
While this course is for current NZAC members only, you do not have to be a member
when applying but once the registration form is sent back to you, you will have seven
days to return the completed form and make payment of the course fee ($200), and be a
current NZAC member (details will be required).
To be able to car pool with the group from Christchurch (NO EXCEPTIONS), no later
than 5.15pm on the Friday evening of the course you choose (we will not accept
individuals travelling on their own, in their own time to meet the group in Arthurs Pass
as this is for health and safety reasons of winter driving conditions, and we also have 2
hours of lessons to teach on the Friday evening, starting at 7.30pm sharp at the NZAC
house in Arthurs Pass).
An equipment check (a list will be sent out with the registration form), will be required
for all students, well before the course date (an evening to be arranged once registered)
By registering for the course you must be available for the back up weekend as this not
only acts as a reserve date in case of bad weather but will also act as a follow up walk
to practice the skills taught, if the original date goes ahead so please read through the
dates and think carefully before applying as there will be NO REFUND guaranteed
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unless by genuine reason and if we have time to find someone to take your spot on the
course.
For full course details, a registration form and gear list please contact Clayton on
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
Avalanche awareness for trampers and climbers – 8th, 9th, 22nd and 23rd July
(Course on the 8th now FULL)
PLEASE NOTE – This is not a weekend course, instead, you get to choose one of the
four days above plus the 2 hour (COMPULSORY TO ATTEND) evening seminar on
the Friday evening of the corresponding weekend.
This one evening and one day course outlines the basics of the avalanche phenomenon
and sets people up for further learning and to be a safer member of a group travelling in
winter terrain.
What will be Taught:
Avalanche equipment and its use.
Trip planning.
Terrain choice and navigation.
Small party rescue.
When and Where:
Friday 7th July (evening seminar, doors open 6pm for a 6.15pm SHARP start), at
NZAC HQ, Unit 6/6 Raycroft Street in Opawa, and Saturday 8th or Sunday 9th July
(your choice of which day unless the course is full so some flexibility may be
required), a full day in the field, 8.30am to 4.30pm at Mt Cheeseman Skifield (meeting
at the car park before the 8.30am start time)
OR
Friday 21st July (evening seminar – same details as above), and Saturday 22nd or
Sunday 23rd July (same details as above).
Course Cost (For current NZAC members only upon registering).
$100 will cover the evening seminar, day in the field at Mt Cheeseman, additional
course paperwork, free use of avalanche kit (transceiver / shovel and probe).
Car pooling from Christchurch is encouraged and those wishing to do this can arrange
with fellow students at the conclusion of the Friday evening seminar.
At a minimum, you MUST KNOW how to use an ice axe and crampons – NO
EXCEPTIONS (please attend a beginners snow craft course first if you don’t have this
skill).
For a registration form, equipment list and any further information please contact
Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
5

Remarkables Ice & Mixed Festival Club Trip – 17th -20th August
The plan is to travel down on the Thursday afternoon in time for the festival
registration which closes at 8pm. We will take part in the festival activities on
Thursday night, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday daytime (17-20 August) and drive back
mid to late Sunday afternoon.
Accommodation will be at the Frankton Motor Camp. This is close to the festival
headquarters in the Queenstown Event Centre. General admission to the festival is $80
for NZAC members if you take part in no courses. The courses are held over 2 days
(Friday and Saturday) and represent excellent value for money.
For 2016, the festival has 160 first come first served places. These were sold out well
in advance of the festival for the last 5 years. You will need to register soon of you are
wanting to attend.
If you’re wanting to attend the festival as part of the club trip, please contact Andrew
Barrett to book your place. Accommodation spaces are limited.
Contact: Andrew Barrett (andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz)
You will also need to register for the festival itself:
http://www.iceandmixedfestival.co.nz/#!/registration/

Tasman Glacier Climbing Trip – 26th December – 3rd January
The Upper Tasman Glacier is home to
some of the most impressive summits in
the Mount Cook National Park. Peaks
such as Elie de Beaumont, Malte Brun,
The Minarets and De La Beche line either
side of the Tasman Valley and provide
excellent climbing opportunities for those
who venture to its upper reaches. The
plan on this climbing trip will be to fly to
the head of the Tasman Glacier where
we will be spending the week climbing
Photo: Matt Buckley
some of the National Park's significant
peaks before an enjoyable walk out via the Tasman Glacier. Sleeping arrangements will
include staying in huts and bivvying. As numbers for this climbing trip are limited all
climbers must pay flight costs (approximately $150) in advance to reserve their places.
All climbers also should have sound NZ mountaineering skills such as experience with
glacier travel, building snow anchors and a solid crampon/ice axe technique.
If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com
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Red Mountain
-James Thornton
During late April Nina Dickerhof
and I headed down to South
Westland and spent 10 days in the
Red Hills/Olivine Range Area. We
thrashed our way up the Cascade
River and traversed along to Red
Mountain, which has commanding
views of the surrounding countryside,
the Central Olivines (Mt Holloway
etc), the Plateau peaks, as well as
Madeleine andTutoko, which stood Red Mountain at sunset. Photo: Nina Dickerhof
proudly on the horizon above Stag Pass. From here we cruised off the Red Hills and
down into the Cascade River to the “delightful” flats above the Cascade Gorge. To get
onto the Olivine Range we battled our way up into Captains Creek through a mine
field of gigantic schist blocks and gained the crest of the Olivine Range just north of
Joe Peak. The crux of the trip was a knife edge section of ridge just south of Bald
Mountain, although a sneaky gully system allowed us to get through here relatively
easily. Fine weather then allowed us to traverse along the marvellous tops all the way
through to Lakes Leeb and Clarke.
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Camp on the Olivine Range under Joe Peak. Photo: Nina Dickerhof

Notices
Committee Positions
Jim Petersen has stepped up to the plate and has taken on the position of chairperson
for the interim until the next AGM.
The committee is looking for a new chairperson as well as someone to organise
speakers for section evenings. If you’d like to get involved in the committee contact
Jim Petersen at cw.chairperson@gmail.com.

Gear for sale
The following equipment is for sale at a set price, with all proceeds donated to the
Canterbury / West Coast Air Rescue Trust.
As with any second hand gear
for sale, although it is all in
good to very good condition,
you buy at your own risk.
As far as the crampons go,
these are ex club instruction
crampons, 12 point, strap on
and DO NOT have an anti
balling plate – hence the duct
tape in the photo.

Also note, the avalanche transceiver is an old school single antenna so would not be
encouraged to be used for more than on a ski field or at a practice level – not in the
back country or for a course as triple antenna transceivers are recommended these
days.
3 x snow stakes $15 each.
Diamir ski crampons - 75mm $25.
Black Diamond Hammer $75 ( ideal 2nd tool for a beginner ).
2 x pair of Stubai crampons $75 each ( good beginners crampon ).
Ortovox F1 transceiver $30
8 x wires – size 10 down ( 7 x DMM / 1 X HB ) $50.
PLEASE NOTE – equipment for sale for NZAC members only.
If interested, please contact Clayton by texting 0274461562, with your name and
members number.
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Skiers avalanche awareness day- expressions of interest
Expressions of interest are being sort to run a skiers avalanche awareness day in August
but we need a minimum of 4 students if this course is to go ahead at an approximate
cost of $100 to $125 - please contact Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com

MACPAC – discount to NZAC members
MACPAC have extended their NZAC member 30% discount to online sales (formerly
was only available in-store). Discount is off RRP and is for Macpac branded items
only. Please log into the NZAC website where the code will be visible to members
here: https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/macpac-2/ . The MACPAC Adventure
Partnership Fund (MAP) additional 5%, allocated to the NZAC as an additional
donation, will still be applied via reporting done on the code use. Our thanks to
MACPAC for their continued support.

Canterbury-Westland Alps guidebook - request for info for the Second
Edition
The Canterbury-Westland Alps Guidebook is down to its last few copies and a second
edition is scheduled for 2018. The guidebook covers the mountain areas between the
Arthurs Pass guidebook area and the Aoraki/Mt.Cook guidebook area, including the
Arrowsmiths, the Gardens and the Two Thumb Range
New Zealand mountains are constantly evolving, due to landslip, river erosion and
glacial recession. The second edition needs to include changes that have occurred in the
10 years since the research for the first edition was undertaken.
The authors are requesting information, such as
- errors and omissions in the first edition
- changes to access
- existing routes that have become easier or harder
- new routes
Please email information
for the area east of the divide to Yvonne Cook yvonnecook1@yahoo.co.nz
for the area west of the divide to Geoff Spearpoint geoff.spearpoint@clear.net.nz
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Old ice axe found
I have an old wooden handle climbing pic, its about one metre long and has the initial
P.E.A inscribed on the handle ..would anyone have an idea who this belonged to ...
Contact Roy Peters .. 0274 513 785
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Canterbury / Westland Section Gear Hire
(For NZAC Members only)

The C/W Section has a good range of equipment available to be hired to members.
Section trips and instruction will take priority but members are more than welcome to
hire on private trips and for other people on those trips (members or non members ).
All equipment hired is on a cash only basis with a receipt provided and must be paid
when picking up (please don’t ask to pay online or after the completion of the trip – no $
up front, no hire, no exceptions!).
Equipment must be returned within 24 hours of completion of hire period or by
arrangement, otherwise an additional ‘late return’ fee may incur.
All equipment hired must be returned in a clean and undamaged state and the hirer is
responsible for any loss or damage and may be required to cover any repair or
replacement costs.
Bulk hire or for extended hire periods will get a discount on the daily rate of $10 per day
per item and $5 each extra day (for all items unless stated).
Equipment List
Plastic and rigid leather mountaineering boots (20 pair of limited sizes).
Crampons (9 pair – fully adjustable).
Walking ice axes (9 of various lengths).
Technical ice axes and hammers (5 pair of various kinds).
Avalanche kits (12 sets of Pieps DSP sport transceivers/shovels and probes).
Snow shoes (2 pair).
EPIRB (1 x emergency locator beacon).
Alpine ropes (6 x 50 metre dry – NZAC courses only not private hire).
Helmets (6 of various models). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Harnesses (3 of various sizes). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Snow stakes (8 with mid clip wire). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Ice screws (12 x various BD and Petzl). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.
Trad gear – various sizes of cams, hexes and nuts (NZAC courses only not private hire).
Price on quantity.
Petrol drill (provide own fuel)
.
To arrange hire contact is by two options only – text only on 0274461562 for quickest
reply or email nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com for evening reply.
Flexible times are available to hire gear but most evenings from Sunday to Thursday
only (please do not contact ‘last minute’ on a Friday expecting to pick up gear the same
day).
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Trip guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. Many members will have had their first alpine
experiences on club trips. And many will also have organised trips, helping other members enjoy our alpine
environment. If you're thinking of joining or organising a trip, here are some guidelines on what to expect.
Responsibilities of a Trip Participant
•
You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation it is up to you to let your
Trip organiser know straight away.
•
Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) as determined by the Trip organiser.
•
Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible.
•
Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you to achieve those goals.
Obtain a relevant map and know where you are going, what type of terrain is involved, what gear you will
need and the knowledge of how to use it.
•
Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have and accept that the Trip Organiser
might not accept you on the trip if he/she thinks you are not experienced enough.
•
Get in contact with the Trip Organiser as soon as you are confident that you want to go on the trip.
• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so that
another person can take your place.
•
Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.
Responsibilities of a Trip organiser
• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding. Choose a
mountain, peak, hill, traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen club members!
•
You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower every
group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed trip both
before and during the trip.
•
Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the amount of
effort required to achieve the stated goal
•
Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and experience.
•
Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up so that everyone is prepared.
• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and return
it to you in advance of the trip.
•
Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should expect
to pay for transport costs (petrol, wear and tear).
• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. The intentions should
include a latest return time/date which would trigger a search initiated by the responsible individual(s) and
involving the relevant authorities (Police, SAR, etc).
•
If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group) to
find a safe solution where possible. This may involve everyone turning around.
•
Give priority to NZAC members
•
Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Benefits for NZAC members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers.
You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit
https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership

Cactus
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Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the
National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library?
Every section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the
library, along with the DVDs.
The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online
here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the
spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and
we’ll sort something out.
Library policies are pretty flexible –
·
You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
·
Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be
expected to be returned within 1 month.
·
DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.
When you are ready to return a book, email me.
John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, 021 395513
NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.
1)
Return them to next Section meeting.
2)
Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for
C/W library.
3)
Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office at 4 Hazeldean Road (near Hagley Park,
just off Lincoln Road), marked for “Yvonne”.
4)
Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
Name: Alan Francis Shaw
Alan Joined: 1 Jan 1950
Section: Canterbury/Westland
Member Type: Veteran 50yr member
Member number: 1454
Date of Birth: 3 April 1929
Deceased: 3 Sep 2016 (87y
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Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club
Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933
Section Library
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts
Chairperson
Jim Petersen
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Treasurer
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Secretary
Rosalie Hosking
rosalie.hosking@gmail.com

Arthur’s Pass Lodge
John Henson
027 4714075
hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Events
Jim Petersen
jim.r.petersen@gmail.com

Accommodation Committee Rep.
Philip Tree
Philip.tree@taitradio.com

Rock Climbing Coordinator
Janet Nicol
0212307721
janetnicol@hotmail.com
Section Evenings
Nina Dickerhof
021 02355634
nina.dickerhof@gmail.com

Instruction Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com National Committee Rep.
Yvonne Pfluger
027 6004679
Recreational advocacy
yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz
Lindsay Main
Lindsay.main@caverock.co.nz
Trips Coordinator
Andrew Barrett
022 043 4227
andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz
Online Coordinator
Shannon van Til
shannonvantil@gmail.com

Newsletter
James Thornton
0272608924
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com
Library
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com
General
Grant Piper
021 711300
grubbie@ihug.com

