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Section Meeting- 10th March- No Cumbre, no fiesta- Steve Fortune.
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Section Evenings
Location: Cashmere Club, 50 Colombo St
Time: Drinks from 7:30pm, talks start at 8pm sharp
10th March- No Cumbre, no fiesta- Last December, Steven Fortune, Jono Clarke and
Daniel Joll travelled to El Chalten, Patagonia, to try and climb Torre Egger.This was
Jono's 2nd trip to the range, Stevens 3rd, and Dan's 6th. Steve will talk about their
latest attempts, failures, successes and why they are drawn to keep coming back for
more on this iconic range and the progression in climbing skills observed over a few
short years climbing here.
April 14th- Pete Harris - Beauty & the Beast- First ascents are fickle animals occasionally they'll turn out to be true gems where you least expect them, and other
times, what should by all appearances be a stunning line, is in fact an exercise in
suffering. Pete will be talking about some of his recent first ascents, using the West
Ridge of Percy Smith and the West Face of Lyttle Peak as exemplars of the good, the
bad, and the ugly nature of first ascents.

Cover Photo: Cerro Torre, Torre Egger and Aguja Standhart. Photo: Steve
Fortune.
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Upcoming club trips and events
Events Calendar
4th-5th March- River Crossing Safety Day- For a registration form, equipment list
and further information please email Clayton on claytongarbes@Hotmail.com
12-13th March-Dunedin Rock Climbing Weekend- For all inquiries and a
registration form please contact Clayton on claytongarbes@Hotmail.com
Further details on following pages

Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing,
cycling or otherwise, contact Andrew Barrett: andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz

Mid week Rock Climbing
Runs every Wednesday evening. It happens, indoor or outdoors, depending on the
weather. An email is sent out to the climbing group at the beginning of the week with
details about who is organizing it. You are also welcome/encouraged to use the
climbing group to organize climbing at any time, including weekend trips. If you are
interested, please contact David Shearer on davidnshearer@gmail.com or 027 418
8443.

Mid week Mountaineering
The mid week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod
up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, depending on the weather. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0 079 or
pat@slingshot.co.nz
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Dunedin Rock Climbing Weekend- 12th and 13th March.
The annual rock climbing weekend, co hosted with the Otago Section of the NZAC.
We will leave town Friday( 11th ), afternoon or evening to suit and be based at the
Long Beach Community Hall for the weekend( tenting outside and using the facilities
inside ).The Community Hall has full kitchen facilities and two toilets and nice flat
grass areas outside for tents - there are no showers but the beach is just a 5 min walk to
cool off in and have a dip !
Dunedin is an awesome place to rock climb and there are climbs and grades to suit all
abilities from grades 12 and up on sport and trad as well as top roping for those who
don't wish to lead climb.
Options to climb will be the all trad crag of Mihiwaka, Adventure climbing at Lovers
Leap, sport climbing at Mapoutahi and Port Chalmers Quarry and trad, sport and
bouldering at Long Beach.
Festivities for the weekend will include a hot tub on Long Beach itself, prizes for best
dressed climbing and Saturday evening costume and a scavenger hunt / quiz.
The cost of the weekend will be $30( cash only ), and this will cover the cost of hall
hire, two nights tenting and the Saturday evening bar b que( vegetarian and gluten free
options available ).
This weekend will act as a fund raiser with proceeds after expenses to be split between
the C/W and Otago sections for local crag repairs and maintenance.
Non members welcome and all ages and family groups( those attending under 16 must
have parental permission or be supervised by a guardian ).
For all inquiries and a registration form please contact Clayton
on claytongarbes@Hotmail.com and please indicate when inquiring, what time you
can leave on the Friday evening and if you can provide a car or will need to car pool
with others.
River Crossing Safety Day- Friday 4th( evening seminar ), and Saturday 5th
March( half day practical at the Waimak river ).
More people come to grief through drowning in the back country of N.Z than in any
other way.
Do you have the necessary skills to know how to, and be comfortable with, safely
crossing a river and have you thought about a river crossing course ?The C/W Section
has arranged 3 MSC ( Mountain Safety Council ) Instructors to run a river crossing
safety day for us and this course is limited to just 18 participants.There will be an
evening seminar for 2 hours on the Friday from 6pm along with a half day practical on
the Saturday starting at 10am( the evening seminar is compulsory in order to attend the
practical on the Saturday ). The cost of this course is just $25 and open to current
NZAC members only.For a registration form, equipment list and further information
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The Warrior
6th-8th of February 2016
-Matthew Blakely
Waitangi weekend saw seven members of the Canterbury/Westland section of NZAC
come together to tackle the much vaunted and partly mysterious Warrior in the
Armoury Range. The weather Gods for the trip had smiled favourably on the
magnificent seven as we met early on Saturday morning at an undisclosed location to
steel ourselves for the journey ahead. After the obligatory recaffeination break and
nuanced game plan laid out by Matt, onwards to Erewhon our convoy travelled.
10am saw the group arrive at Erewhon Station, gateway to the Armoury Range,
however, how could seven men be ferried 13kms up the Clyde River in a five seater
4WD? The best answer lay in performing a relay where two would walk while the
others would ‘rest’ while travelling in the four wheeled trampoline up the mighty
river. This strategy proved reasonably effective with only minor clashing of heads and
jarring of elbows for the brave volunteers subjected to the rocky river’s meandering
path. As a result, good time was made until half way up the Clyde where a major
obstacle presented itself in the form of a crossing of the river’s main tributary. Like
many journeys involving exploration and adventure a hero will emerge amongst the
group who stands up above the others when the call is needed. In this particular
instance, steering down the barrel of a swift Clyde River, our hero stepped forward, it
was James, known by many in his native Amberley as a more hip if not slightly
shorter version of Barry
Crump, the 5 foot 5
modern age ‘Crumpy’
used a combination of
brute force and
mathematical genius to
successfully calculate
the vehicle’s trajectory
downstream and across
the river. Any good
keen man would have
been impressed with
the performance, after
which the group
triumphantly marched
on towards the Clyde/
Sinclair confluence.
Sunrise on Crossbow Saddle with the Kirk Glacier and The
Warrior rising 500m above. Photo - M. Buckley
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From here a 4.5 hour walk and an 800m climb to the head of the valley was required
at which point camp guardian and alpine sage Charles declared to all that the
advanced base camp had been reached. This site was truly one to behold - endless
bivvy spots with wide, flat, open spaces, good water supplies and a nearby tarn for
those brave enough. Better still was the four course meal put on by Charles and Matt
which consisted of lamb madras on a bed of rice, seared beef cutlets, spiced tomato
mince accompanied with pasta, finished off with Christmas pudding with dollops of
custard. Satisfied the troop retired in preparation for the early start the following
morning.
Like all well planned trips an official timekeeper had been appointed for the journey.
Due to his impressive early morning ethic and atomically accurate chronograph this
great honour was bestowed upon Piotr, who diligently set his multifunctional
timepiece to 4 o’clock. Unfortunately, for the tech savvy alpinist the alarm set button
proved too challenging a task, although by mid-afternoon, on the way back down the
Sinclair, when James’ alarm came to life, the group were humorously reminded by the
comical fiend that it was time to wake up. Fortunately, however, for the group night
owl Tim woke everyone in reasonable time and after a latish start the group were on
Crossbow Saddle at 7am where we got our first view of the impressive summit
towering 500m above us. Good conditions meant that we could crampon around the
head of the Kirk Glacier to Battleaxe Col without any issues. Generally the group
stayed close, however, Ben, sporting the world’s smallest day pack, likened by some
as a cross between a camelback and a reggae hemp satchel, was busy laying down a
marker as the would-be fittest man on game day. From the Battleaxe the blackened,
broken South Ridge of The Warrior stood imposingly before us, unfazed, we
continued up the ridge for a closer look, however, after an hour of negotiating loose
shattered rock John summed up what everyone was thinking – The Warrior in these
conditions was an improbable summit, others meanwhile, chose more colourful
language to describe the mountain’s fractured ridge. After a team talk we bailed out of
our primary objective and turned our focus towards nearby Amazon Peak which lay
only a straightforward 30mins and 180m above Battleaxe Col. The views from the
summit were impressive looking directly across the Clyde and Havelock Valleys to
Mt D’Archiac, the Garden of Eden and Mt Lambert, nearly half an hour went by as
the group basked in the glory of reaching the summit and enjoying the shared sense of
achievement. The trip back down to Crossbow Saddle and then below to our base
camp was rapid in just over 1.5 hours and without any issues except for a small
meteorite that seemed to be gravitating into the orbit of Tim below us. Never has a
man moved so quickly or calmly as he showed the speed of Jessie Owens and the
footwork of Kane Williamson to evade the sofa sized boulder hurtling towards him.
By mid-afternoon we were on safe ground in the Sinclair and like many high
performance athletes after a big game into the ice baths of the nearby tarn we went.
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Undoubtedly our mile high campsite at the head of the Sinclair River would have to
be one of the best bivvy sites around. After packing up we headed back down the
Sinclair River and within four hours we had reached the Clyde Valley where the 4WD
was parked amongst more excellent bivvy spots. The two chefs for the evening meal,
Tim and John, were not to be outdone by their contemporaries as they laid on plenty
of food for the group who had been on the move for 12 hours - whoever knew that
tofu could be so tasty! Once again the group stayed up late around the campsite,
exchanging war stories and thoughts on the world at large before gradually turning in.
The following morning saw low cloud and a number of sand flies descend into the
valley. After a short walk by Charles and Ben to Black Bluff, Tim and Matt
volunteered to run the remaining 10kms to Erewhon Station. Looking more like
Sebastian Coe and Steve Ovett in a classic 1,500m duel the pair rapidly disappeared
into the morning fog, scorching over the 4WD track to arrive at the starting point at
10am, a full 30mins before their more cautious support crew. Back in civilisation a
team ‘debriefing’ was held in the sunshine of Mt Somers over a meat pie and a coffee
before a relaxing journey back to Christchurch.
All told it was an excellent weekend out with fellow NZAC members. Successfully
the team had summited a peak, however, more importantly the trip provided an
environment where seven individuals could come together as a collective unit to share
a commonly held passion - the mountains. As a result we learned, laughed and
enjoyed each other’s company, what better way to spend a long Waitangi weekend.

Team talk on Battleaxe Col. Ramsay Glacier
and Lauper Peak in the distance. Photo - J.
Hobson.
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Notices
Mid-week rock climbing organiser needed
- David Shearer
I'm leaving Christchurch in March and so we're looking for someone to take over the
mid-week climbing group position on the NZAC Canterbury-Westland committee. It's
a fairly easy job; the main tasks being:
Maintaining a roster of organisers for the sessions (I run a few myself, but this isn't
strictly necessary!)
Attending as many monthly committee meetings as you can (you can drink beer at
these)
Occasional assistance at events like Banff or section meetings (sometimes involving
free tix)
It's a great way to get more involved with the Christchurch climbing community and to
meet new climbers in the area. Let me know if you're interested and I can give you
more of a run-down on what's required.
Email- davidnshearer@gmail.com

4000m Climbing the Highest Mountains of the Alps by Wynne Jones
This is a memoir of Wynne Jones and his quest to climb the 4000m mountains of the
Alps, illustrated by the very best mountain photography and enriched by chapters on
the distinctive features of alpine climbing. His words and photos grasp the alpine
experience in its varied forms that were shared with each climbing partner over the
years and which is open to anyone with the same commitment.
Order online at www.whittlespublishing.com
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Sherpa: Trouble on Everest
A pre-release screening of Sherpa: Trouble
on Everest– presented in association with
Kathmandu.
It's a beautiful documentary that tracks the
reality of the Everest climbing season from
the point of view of the Sherpas.
The film crew were on the mountain when the April 2014 avalanche hit, claiming the
lives of 16 Nepali guides. I have a haunting memory of meeting the young widow of
one of the victims last year. As we chatted, her hands clung tightly to mine as she told
me about her uncertain future. Thanks to the funds raised by supporters of the
Himalayan Trust, she is now learning English and her children are receiving a good
education – the window to new opportunities.
All funds raised at these screenings will go towards the work of the Himalayan Trust,
including the scholarship programme for children of the victims of the 2014
avalanche.
Screenings will be in Auckland, Tauranga, Wellington, Nelson, Christchurch and
Dunedin on 14 March.
Tickets available at http://himalayantrust.org/sherpa-film-screenings/
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Section gear hire
The Canterbury / Westland Section has the following equipment available for members to hire:
All equipment is $10 day per item and $5 each extra day unless stated.
EPIRB( emergency locater beacon ) x 1.
Avalanche kit( Transceiver / shovel and probe ) x 12.
Snow Shoes x 2.
Plastic / rigid leather mountaineering boots x 22 pair of various sizes.
Crampons x 9.
Walking ice axe x 6.
Ice hammers x 2.
Technical ice tools x 5 pair of various models.
Harnesses x 2.
Alpine ropes x 5 - 60 m dry( Instruction courses only ).
Snow stakes x 6( $5 first day / $2.50 each extra day ).
Ice screws x 6( $5 day for 2 / $2.50 each extra day ).
Helmets x 6( $5 day / $2.50 each extra day ).
Petrol drill( own fuel must be provided ).
Trad rack x 4( Instruction courses only ).
Terms and Conditions:
For members only with club trips and instruction first priority.
Hirer responsible for any loss or damage of equipment.
All equipment must be returned within 24 hrs of arrival back to Christchurch or prior arrangement
otherwise an additional hire fee may occur.
Gear hire is cash only( receipt provided ) upon pick up and available on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings only after 5pm.
Please contact Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com or text during day on 0274461562 .

Benefits for NZAC members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers.
You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit
https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership

Cactus
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Trip guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. Many members will have had their
first alpine experiences on club trips. And many will also have organised trips, helping other
members enjoy our alpine environment. If you're thinking of joining or organising a trip, here are
some guidelines on what to expect.

Responsibilities of a Trip Participant
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation it is up to
you to let your Trip organiser know straight away.
Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) as determined by the Trip
organiser.
Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible.
Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you to achieve
those goals. Obtain a relevant map and know where you are going, what type of terrain is
involved, what gear you will need and the knowledge of how to use it.
Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have and accept that the
Trip Organiser might not accept you on the trip if he/she thinks you are not experienced
enough.
Get in contact with the Trip Organiser as soon as you are confident that you want to go on the
trip.
If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as
possible so that another person can take your place.
Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.

Responsibilities of a Trip organiser
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very
rewarding. Choose a mountain, peak, hill, traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there
and meet some keen club members!
You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to
empower every group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions
about the proposed trip both before and during the trip.
Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of
the amount of effort required to achieve the stated goal
Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and
experience.
Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up so that everyone
is prepared.
Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand,
sign and return it to you in advance of the trip.
Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much
they should expect to pay for transport costs (petrol, wear and tear).
Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. The
intentions should include a latest return time/date which would trigger a search initiated by the
responsible individual(s) and involving the relevant authorities (Police, SAR, etc).
If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of
the group) to find a safe solution where possible. This may involve everyone turning around.
Give priority to NZAC members
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Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the
National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library?
Every section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the
library, along with the DVDs.
The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online
here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the
spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and
we’ll sort something out.
Library policies are pretty flexible –
·
You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
·
Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be
expected to be returned within 1 month.
·
DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.
When you are ready to return a book, email me.
John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, 021 395513
NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.
1)
Return them to next Section meeting.
2)
Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for
C/W library.
Notified:
3)
Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office at 4 Hazeldean Road (near Hagley Park,
just off Lincoln Road), marked for “Yvonne”.
4)
Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
Member: Gergo Verhas
Notified: On TV news.
NZAC media release:
http://alpineclub.org.nz/media-release-new-zealand-alpine-club-nzac-offerscondolences-to-the-family-and-friends-of-deceased-climber/
Joined: 20/8/2013
Section: Auckland
Member Type: Full
Member number: 12291
Date of Birth: 7/4/1984
Deceased: 1/2/2016 (31yr)
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Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club

Facebook page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933
Section Library
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts
Chairman
Craig Hosking
022 3509656
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Treasurer
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com
021 395513

Secretary
Grant Piper
021 711300
grubbie@ihug.co.nz

Arthur’s Pass Lodge
John Henson
027 4714075
hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Events
Jim Petersen
027 4 910 910
jim.r.petersen@gmail.com

Rock Climbing Coordinator
David Shearer
0274188443
davidnshearer@gmail.com

Trips Coordinator
Andrew Barrett
022 043 4227
andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz

Section Evenings
Nina Dickerhof
021 02355634
nina.dickerhof@gmail.com

Instruction Coordinator
Clayton Garbes
027 4461562
claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Online Coordinator
Michelle Lindsay
michellegracelindsay@gmail.com

Library
John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com
021 395513
Accomodation Committee Rep.
Phillip Tree
Phillip.tree@taitradio.com

National Committee Rep.
Yvonne Pfluger
027 6004679
yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz
Newsletter
James Thornton
0272608924
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com
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