Welcome

to the October edition of the NZAC South Canterbury Section’s newsletter.
The section runs a variety of alpine, climbing and other trips and courses throughout
the year and new members are always welcome.

Climber Content
Is there anything you would like to see in the
newsletter? Do you have a suggestion for improving
the newsletter? If so, drop us a line, we’re keen to
hear from you. Alternatively, we love getting

submissions from members – whether they be
Trip Reports, Items for Sale or rants. Just send
th
your material to the editor by the 20 of the
month preceding. Contact Kelly Cooney from
emailing: Kelly@wildfiresolutions.co.nz

Monthly Meeting – Thursday 20th October, 8pm 2016. All Welcome!
“Ski Mountaineering Mount Cook, Chamonix & the Southern Alps” –
Nick Begg

Nick will talk about is ski mountaineering adventures in Mount Cook, Chamonix & the Southern Alps.
Our meetings are held from February through to November in the Police Social Room, North Street, Timaru
(Top floor of the Police station, access via back door adjacent to the vehicle entrance on North Street).

Come & be inspired!
Speakers
Your Committee welcomes ideas of Topics and Speakers. Please send them in ASAP to any
Committee Member, we look forward to receiving them! Do not be shy to offer yourself (Contacts at
bottom of Newsletter).

Wall/Crag Climbing
There are public indoor climbing sessions now running at Timaru Ara Polytechnic wall, 7pm
Wednesdays. The days are warming up and we’ll be looking to start outdoor climbing around labour
weekend, watch this space.

For Hire
The section has ice axes, crampons, show shovels, avalanche transceivers, snowshoes, snow stakes
and now, a second Personal Locator Beacon for hire. Contact Gary Brehaut (03) 688 9399.

Keep up to date with the latest local news, photos and events by connecting with us on
Facebook! www.facebook.com/groups/NZACsouthcanterbury

National News
Outdoors champion appointed to NZ Walking Access Commission board
Respected outdoors advocate Robin McNeill has been
appointed to the board of the New Zealand Walking Access
Commission.
The Southlander is the Enterprise Projects Manager at
Venture Southland and the immediate past president of
Federated Mountain Clubs, where he has had two decades
of involvement in outdoor sector issues as a keen tramper,
mountaineer, occasional hunter and member of the
organisation’s executive.
He served for ten and a half years on the Southland
Conservation Board, and has worked closely with NZWAC
as a member of the technical advisory committee for the
Walking Access Mapping System – a website that shows
publicly accessible land in New Zealand.
Mr McNeill said he was looking forward to contributing to
NZWAC’s work to enhance outdoor access in New Zealand and protect it for future generations. The
Commission’s role was becoming even more vital as visitor numbers rose and New Zealand’s access
infrastructure faced increased pressure from greater use, he said.
“I’ve long been a staunch advocate for the New Zealand Walking Access Commission because it has
an extremely important role, and it has very high credibility among both landholders and outdoor
users,” Mr McNeill said.
“Access to our backcountry is dear to my heart, but it can sometimes be difficult to know who to contact
and when for permission, and how to find out about where access is available. Often what is needed is
an honest broker like the New Zealand Walking Access Commission to make sure information is
available and the needs of all sides are taken into account when access is being created or disputes
arise.”
NZWAC Chairman John Forbes welcomed Mr McNeill’s appointment to the Board.
“Robin has a lot of mana in the outdoor sector. His expertise will be a valuable addition and will play a
vital role in helping the board to ensure the Commission continues to enhance access opportunities
and strengthens our country’s access culture and heritage.”
In addition to his work in the outdoors sector, Mr McNeill is a celebrated engineer and award-winning
‘rocket scientist’. He has been instrumental in developing broadband and space exploration
opportunities in the Southland region and earlier this year was presented the 2016 Institute of
Professional Engineers New Zealand Rabone Award for Information, Communication, Electrical and
Electronic Technology.

Hand-Printed Limited Edition Freda du Faur Poems
Sarah M. Smith, Book Arts Printer from Dartmouth College, Hanover,
New Hampshire, was the 2016 Printer in Residence at Otakou
Press, University of Otago. Sarah hand-printed a volume of poetry by
poet Rhian Gallagher on the climbing activities of Freda Du Faur; this
wonderful production has been illustrated by print maker Lynn Taylor.
Limited edition: 100 copies for sale. Cost $120.00 (incl GST)
To arrange purchase, email Donald Kerr at Special Collections,
University of Otago.

New Book in stock: So Far So Good
A three-month traverse of the Southern Alps by Craig Potton special member discounted price of $40 + p&p (rrp $49.99).
Purchase via the NZAC online shop:
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/so-far-so-good/

coming soon will also be ‘Only Two For Everest’ and ‘A Bunk for the Night’ (just awaiting stock to arrive
on-site).

Expedition Grant – New Routes on Never Seen Tower, India
The Expedition Fund Committee have granted $2000 for an expedition to find
new routes on Never Seen Tower (5750m), Miyar Valley, Himachal Pradesh,
India. The Expedition Team consists of Llewellyn Murdoch, Allison Swintz,
Nick Cradock and David Shotwell.

FYI news posted online here: https://alpineclub.org.nz/expedition-grant-newroutes-on-never-seen-tower-india/

Upcoming Trips
Trips

When

Contact

Wall/Crag Climbing – Oamaru is closest
Indoor wall we currently have access to.

Text 021 243 7381 if you Kelly Cooney
want to climb.

Mt Potts, Ski Touring day trip

September 24th

Mt Forbes

TBC

Cascade Saddle

Nov

Mark Easton

Winter Avalanche Awareness Course

July 2017

Gary Brehaut

Any ideas?

…Well, let us know!

Committee

Please email
John Wilson

South Canterbury Section - Contacts
Chairperson
Committee/ Gear Hire
Gary Brehaut
Email: brehaut@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 688 9399
027 497 8952
Vice Chairman
Nick Wall
Email: nwall@farmside.co.nz
Phone: (03) 675 6103 027 523 9888

Committee
Ian Rogers
Email: twopeaks@clear.net.nz
Phone: 614 7786

Secretary/Rep
Rob Moffat
Email: rcmoffat@kinect.co.nz
Phone: 688 1212 wk (03) 689 8079
027 221 0981

Committee/ Newsletter Editor
Kelly Cooney
Email: kelly@wildfiresolutions.co.nz
Phone: 021 243 7381
971 0126

Treasurer
Gordon Hasell
Email: ghasell@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 686 3613
027 201 4554

Committee
Syd Woods
Email: syd.charl@vodafone.net.nz
Phone: (03) 693 8093
021 116 2309

Committee
Neil Harding-Roberts
Email: neil-h@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 686 2089

Committee
John Wilson
Email: jwilson@thompsonengineering.co.nz
Mobile:021 756 695

Committee
Roger Brown
Email: express.sounds@xtra.co.nz

Library
Geoff McCrostie
Phone: 686 3320 or 027 191 2322

Committee
Mark Easton
Email: eastonholloway@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 684 4985

Unwin Lodge Bookings
Warden/Manager
Email: unwin@alpineclub.org.nz
Phone: 03 4351100

